
T       he Rev. Dr. Rodrigo Cruz was born 
and raised in Monterrey, Mexico, 

Q: Several churches in the Central East 
District have chosen the Foundation as 
their lending partner. How would you 
describe the partnership?
Dr. Cruz:

Q: What are the advantages of 
partnering with the Foundation versus a 
commercial lender?
Dr. Cruz: 

together, we can provide our product to 

Q: How have the churches benefited 
financially from the partnership?
Dr. Cruz:

Q: What has your experience been like 

interacting with the Foundation?
Dr. Cruz: It is as convenient as it can be. I 

Q: How does the Foundation help the 
church fulfill its mission?
Dr. Cruz: 
churches think outside of the box. In 

priority.
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The Rev. Dr. Rodrigo Cruz serves as the North 
Georgia Conference Central East District 

Superintendent and the lead pastor of The 
Nett, a multiethnic, multisite church in 

Gwinnett County.
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Q: Why does Atlanta First UMC partner 
with the Foundation on the investment of 
its funds?
The Rev. Smothers: 

understands churches in a way other 

through the years.
Q: What are the benefits of choosing the 
Foundation as your investment partner?
The Rev. Smothers: 

Q: In what ways does the Foundation help 
Atlanta First UMC fulfill its mission?
The Rev. Smothers: 

Q: Is there anything else you would like to 
add?
The Rev. Smothers: If any church out there 

in ways beyond having funds to invest.
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Faith-Based Financial Solutions

Atlanta First UMC’s Long-standing Partnership With the Foundation

The Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers serves 
as lead pastor of Atlanta First UMC.

Due West UMC Creates an Endowment for Future Generations

A 

Q: Why did Due West UMC enroll in the 
Foundation’s Legacy Ministry Training?
Bill: 

Q: How does the Foundation help Due 

West UMC fulfill its mission?
Bill:

Q: Why is this endowment critical to the 
church’s future?
Bill: 

Q: Why should Due West UMC members 
leave a legacy to support the church?
Bill:

Bill Coffeen chairs the Legacy Ministry 
Committee at Due West UMC in Marietta.








