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Woodbery Endowment Honors Son’s Legacy
While Blessing Adults with Special Needs
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I

n 2019, shortly after the passing of
her 52-year-old son, Ben Woodbery,
Martha Woodbery Wells of Statesboro
established an endowment fund with the
Georgia United Methodist Foundation to
honor his memory. Annual distributions
will perpetually bless adults with
developmental disabilities served by
Wesley Glen Ministries in Macon.
It was a heartbreaking ordeal for Ben’s
mother and her late husband Rev. Jerry
Woodbery when final tests performed
by a leading pediatric neurosurgeon
revealed their 18-month-old son must
be institutionalized so he could receive
around-the-clock comprehensive medical
care.
When asked what sustained their
family through these trying times,
Wells replies, “Our faith and our faith
community. I don’t know how anybody
manages heartbreak like this without
God’s support and love. I knew that God
thought Ben was precious in His sight and
that he was always under the shadow of
His wings. There’s joy knowing where he
is now. I put on his grave, ‘Fully Whole
and in the Arms of His Savior.’”
Ben had two older brothers, Matt and
John, and one younger brother, Paul. Rev.
Dr. Matt Woodbery, a fifth-generation
United Methodist minister who serves as
senior pastor of Mulberry Street UMC in
Macon and as a GUMF trustee, explains
their family’s spiritual legacy.
“My father served in extension
ministry, representing Methodism and
The South Georgia Conference as an
Army chaplain for 22 years, retiring as a
Lieutenant Colonel in 1983,” Woodbery
says. “After retirement, he returned to
parish ministry, serving White Bluff UMC
in Savannah, St. Mary’s Road UMC in
Columbus, and Statesboro First UMC. He

Ben Woodbery, pictured with his
mother, Martha Woodbery Wells, was
always happy and joyful and laughing.
died in December 1989.”
Wells tearfully recalls many of the
things that she loved most about Ben.
“He was always happy and joyful and
laughing unless he was sick. Ben had
a great personality and was fun to be
around. He loved everybody, loved to
give hugs and always wanted to be where
the action was,” she says.
The family’s decision to create this
endowment, which provides perpetual
gifts to Wesley Glen Ministries in Ben’s
memory, was an easy one. “Matt
suggested Wesley Glen. When we visited,
I knew we had done the right thing,”
Wells says. “We all love the Methodist
Church. We could not think of a better
way to honor Ben than to help people
who have similar difficulties and need
loving care.”
If you would like to establish an
endowment in honor or memory
of someone special, please contact
Nancy Young, GUMF Vice President
of Development, at 678-708-6601 or
nyoung@gumf.org.
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The Family Letter
and the Notebook

By Rev. Keith E. Lawder,
GUMF President/CEO

My Dad was a careful man who
dearly loved his family. When he
chose me to be the executor of
his estate, he asked me first and
explained to my siblings that he
had chosen me. He spent some
time explaining his expectations.
Every New Year’s Day he
revised THE LETTER. THE LETTER
instructed me as to what I was
supposed to do immediately
after he passed. THE LETTER
included the name and contact
information for his attorney, his
pastor, and the cremation society.
It also included a map of his desk
which identified where important
documents such as copies of his
will, insurance documents, and
THE NOTEBOOK were located.
Inside THE NOTEBOOK were
documents relating to brokerage
and banking accounts, tax
records, checkbooks, and credit
card information. There was also
contact information for each
account.
His NOTEBOOK was invaluable
because it helped me immediately
take over financial and other
caregiving for my mother. I came
to realize that his planning and
preparation reflected his love for
his family. Do you have a family
letter and a notebook?

GUMF Ministries to Churches
Investment Performance

We help churches manage and grow invested funds through socially responsible
and sustainable investing.
Investment Funds

Quarter

1 Year

3-Year Average

5-Year Average

U.S. Equity Fund*
International Equity Fund*
Multiple Asset Fund
Fixed Income Fund**

-0.96%
-2.31%
-0.45%
1.75%

0.81%
0.22%
3.44%
9.69%

11.92%
7.55%
7.99%
3.89%

9.67%
4.10%
6.12%
3.68%

Returns as of 9/30/19 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results.
*On 10/10/17, GUMF’s Equity Fund was split into the U.S. Equity Fund and the International Equity Fund.
**As of 11/1/17, GUMF’s Fixed Income Fund Manager changed from Merrill Lynch/BlackRock to Wespath.

Certificate Program

We offer 4-, 3-, 2- and 1-year fixed rate investments which in turn provide funds for
loans to churches and ministries.
Certificate Terms and Rates: 4 Years: 3.20%

3 Years: 2.80%

2 Years: 2.60%

1 Year: 2.50%

Rates as of November 2019. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Loans

We offer loans to churches and ministries wishing to refinance debt, to build, to
expand, or to renovate facilities for sustaining ministry.
Construction Loan Terms and Rates Less Than 1 Year: 5.15% Fixed
Permanent Loan Terms and Rates Up to 20 Years:
4.50%*
*Fixed rate for five years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. Rates as
of November 2019. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Endowments and Legacy Ministry Training

We teach church leaders how to establish and cultivate permanent sources of
income to support and sustain church ministry programs.

Wills Clinics

We help churches by assisting their members in preparing their wills and other
healthcare and estate planning documents.

GUMF Ministries to Individuals
Planned Giving Strategies

We offer free individual and group meetings to discuss effective strategies for
creating a legacy for ministry that also benefits your family.

Certificate Program

We offer 4-, 3-, 2- and 1-year fixed rate investments which in turn provide funds for
loans to churches and ministries.
Certificate Terms and Rates: 4 Years: 3.20%

3 Years: 2.80%

2 Years: 2.60%

1 Year: 2.50%

Rates as of November 2019. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Scholarships

We partner with donors and the UMHEF to offer scholarships to United Methodist
students within Georgia who attend United Methodist colleges, universities and
seminaries.

Clergy Financial Literacy Academy

Legacy

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Empowering People to Change Lives!

We train pastors in personal and church financial literacy.
Visit www.gumf.org
, email info@gumf.org
or call 770-449-6726
or 877-220-5664.
Visit gumf.org
or gumfplannedgiving.org
or call 770-449-6726
or 877-220-5664.
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Ministry Partner Spotlight

W

esley Woods Senior Living
serves the needs of 1,800
older adults each year living
in 10 communities throughout North
Georgia. Its mission is to create communities of connection, well-being, and
promise by providing safe, affordable
housing and resident-centered quality care to people of all socioeconomic
levels.
“We all want to feel safe, secure and
connected. Older adults are vulnerable
to losing connection with the community as well as experiencing housing and
food insecurity,” says Diane Vaughan,
President of the Foundation of Wesley
Woods. “With that in mind, Wesley
Woods was founded by The North Georgia Conference of The United Methodist
Church, with the Rev. Dr. Candler Budd
as its driving force. Methodists in North

Georgia continue to support Wesley
Woods through an offering taken each
Mother’s Day.”
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation also partners with Wesley
Woods. GUMF recently provided a
$3.2 million construction loan to renovate the residential units at St. John
Towers in Augusta. GUMF also supports
its annual fundraising drives and manages three donor-advised funds and two
endowments that have resulted in over
$12,000 in gifts to Wesley Woods since
2018.
“Thanks to the generosity of donors
giving through GUMF residents at our
Athens community and others receive
housing assistance and services support

like transportation, pastoral care, wellness programming, and meals. Without
this assistance, they would be unable to
live in their Wesley Woods home,” says
Vaughan. “Ms. G lives at our community
Asbury Harris Epworth Towers in southwest Atlanta. She is unable to drive due
to her significant health issues and mobility challenges requiring her to use a
wheelchair. Public transportation is not
available to the extent required to keep
up with her medical appointments. Due
to her extreme low income, she cannot
afford to pay privately for transportation. Your generosity provides her the
opportunity to maintain her health and
mobility while allowing her to stay in
the home she loves.”

Should Your Charitable Giving Include a Donor-Advised Fund?
Foundation.
“The DAF helped me when I had to
take my first required minimum distribution when I turned age 70 ½. It offers
flexibility on the donation and disbursement sides. I get a tax deduction one
year, but have the flexibility to bridge
our giving over time,” says Larry Danna.
“The DAF simplifies our giving. Although
we support other ministries, our main
giving is to the Church. Our philosphy is
to: Give to God first, then save money
for the future second, and then live on
the rest third. We come last, not first.”

T

he National Philanthropic Trust
shares in its 2018 Donor-Advised
Fund Report that individual
donor-advised funds (DAFs), which are
administered by a charitable sponsor,
are the fastest-growing giving vehicle in
philanthropy.
In 2018, Anthony L. (Larry) and Lynda
Danna, longtime members of McKendree UMC in Lawrenceville, established a
DAF with the Georgia United Methodist

Legacy

Is a DAF Right for You?

If you expect to receive a financial
windfall or want to consolidate your
How Does a DAF Work?
family’s charitable giving into a single
➢ You make an irrevocable gift of at
fund, a DAF may be right for you.
least $10,000 in either cash or
		
For more information, please contact
appreciated securities to GUMF.
Nancy Young, GUMF Vice President
➢ By front-loading several years of
of Development, at 678-708-6601 or
donations into a single tax year, you 		 nyoung@gumf.org.
may realize the tax benefits from 		

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Empowering People to Change Lives!

itemized deductions while maintaining the freedom to make
charitable gifts over time.
➢ GUMF manages and invests the
funds for tax-free growth over time.
➢ You can then recommend grants
from these funds to your church or
favorite qualified charitable organizations.
➢ The minimum grant recommendation is $500.

Go digital and help us save
year! Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected.
Visit $16,500+
gumf.org orper
gumfplannedgiving.org
or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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LaGrange District Promotes
Matching Scholarship Opportunity
Rev. Susan Landry, LaGrange District
Superintendent of The North Georgia
Conference, shared the following
letter in the September 2019 edition
of The LaGrange Link.
As United Methodists, we are
committed to lifelong learning. We
are passionate about our children
discovering the depths of Scripture
through tradition, reason and
experience. But for some of our children, college is expensive,
making it out of reach or rendering them shackled by student
loans.
We have help through a matching program, the “United
Methodist Dollars for Scholars” program of the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation! Please help us help your students each
year.
Here’s how it works:
If a student’s home United Methodist church will provide a
$1,000 scholarship, that $1,000 is then matched by the student’s
United Methodist school, the United Methodist Higher Education
Foundation, and finally by the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation. This totals $4,000 in scholarships for each student
annually.
This matching scholarship program can change the future for
our young people. The offer also extends to those attending
seminaries. I commend it to you and urge you to work within
your church to set aside funds to begin the matching process
listed above.
Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
We celebrate the following churches in our district that have
provided the first $1,000 for students coming from their
congregations, enabling the full $4,000 match:
Burns UMC, Newnan
West Point First UMC, West Point
Inman UMC, Fayetteville
Anyone else?
In hopeful expectation,
Susan

Legacy

Matching Scholarship
from Burns UMC
Blesses Family

Zamoria Simpson, Senior
Master of Theological Studies
Candler School of Theology, Atlanta
Burns UMC, Newnan
For most of my higher education, there
have been three members of my household
also enrolled at universities. With such a
big financial commitment, all of the United
Methodist scholarships have made it
possible for me to continue my education
with less stress on my family.
Each scholarship has played a huge factor
in my being able to graduate from Wesleyan
College and pursue my Master of Theological
Studies at Candler School of Theology. The
United Methodist Dollars for Scholars
scholarships have truly been a blessing to
my family. Coupled with the emotional and
financial support from my church, Burns
UMC, and a school that works closely
with me to find all financial opportunities
available, I am one blessed woman!
I plan to use my education to further
my personal relationship with Christ and
encourage others to do the same. My
education has truly allowed me to feel God’s
presence in any and everything that I desire
to do in this life. I have always felt called to
help marginalized communities overcome
the barriers they (we) face, and I continue
to receive affirmation that I am supposed to
do just that. God is leading and guiding me
in unconventional ways to unconventional
ministries, and I couldn’t be more excited
about the mystery and security of following
Him!

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Empowering People to Change Lives!

gumf.orgVisit gumf.org
gumforg
gaumfoundation
company/gumf
or gumfplannedgiving.org
or call 770-449-6726
or 877-220-5664.
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Way to Go
Certificate Investors!

Lynda and Anthony L. (Larry) Danna

T

he Georgia United Methodist
Foundation would like to thank the
churches, ministries and individuals
who invested over $4.7 million in our
Certificate Program from July 2019 through
September 2019. Your investments provide
much-needed capital so we can catch up
with greater than normal loan demand.
Anthony L. (Larry) and Lynda Danna of
Suwanee have invested in 10 certificates
and one donor-advised fund with GUMF.
(See Page 3). Larry Danna explains why his
family faithfully supports this ministry.
“Although the certificate rates are very
attractive, the main reason we invest is
because the money is used to provide
loans to United Methodist churches. I
personally feel very strongly about this
program because our church, McKendree
UMC in Lawrenceville, benefited by getting
an attractive loan from GUMF,” Danna says.
“GUMF was our best option. No bank could
be as competitive as far as the rates, terms
and costs were concerned. Investing in the
Certificate Program is a way for us to pay it
forward.”

IT'S NOT TOO

Low-Interest Loans Empower Churches

W

e asked the following pastors from Hiram First UMC,
Mountain View UMC, Cannon UMC and Bascomb
UMC how a low-interest loan from the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation empowers their church.

REV. MIKE BROOME, PASTOR
OF HIRAM FIRST UMC, HIRAM
“GUMF provided refinancing
of our small loan balance plus
provided new funds for various
projects to update our church
facilities. Thank you GUMF!”

REV. SONNY SELLERS, SENIOR
PASTOR, BASCOMB UMC,
WOODSTOCK

“Our bank loan had a balloon
maturity. We approached GUMF
about refinancing. They reviewed
our information, approved our
loan, and provided a better rate
and terms resulting in lower payments.”

“GUMF helped us with the loan
process, which enabled us to pay
off our bank loan and refinance
at an attractive rate and terms.
Our payment is lower providing
funds for new programs.”

Georgia United Methodist individuals, churches and ministries can still take
advantage of these great rates on 4-, 3-, 2- and 1-year certificates with only a
$5,000 minimum investment. For more information, contact Carol Johnston,
GUMF Controller, at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or cjohnston@gumf.org or
visit www.gumf.org/certificates.

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Empowering People to Change Lives!

“We were able to refinance our
current bank loan using the
church land and building as
collateral, resulting in a better
rate and terms and providing
funds for expanded ministries.
No appraisal was required.”

REV. DR. SONDRA JONES,
SENIOR PASTOR, CANNON
UMC, SNELLVILLE

4 YR

LATE!
Legacy

REV. RHODA HOWELL, SENIOR
PASTOR, MOUNTAIN VIEW
UMC, MARIETTA

3 YR

3.20%

2 YR

2.80%

1 YR

2.60%

2.50%

Visit www.gumf.org
, email info@gumf.org
or call 770-449-6726
or 877-220-5664.
Visit gumf.org
or gumfplannedgiving.org
or call 770-449-6726
or 877-220-5664.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

By Rev. Keith E. Lawder,
GUMF President/CEO

S

adly,
adly, church
church fraud
fraud can
can
and
happen
doesand
happen.
it does.
I I
came
came into
into the
the office
office
one morning, and my phone
was ringing off the hook. A
pastor friend was calling to
ask what to do. His church
was the victim of embezzlement!
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company estimates
that two-thirds of all financial fraud in churches goes
unreported; that the rate of church fraud is increasing
at over six percent annually; and that by 2025 it is
expected to reach $80 billion.
To put this in perspective, expected annual losses
from churches and church-related organizations
exceed total annual mission expenses! Numerous
articles and alarming statistics may be found by
simply googling “Church Frauds.”
So, what should you do?

1.

LOOK FOR THE RED FLAGS.

These include less cash in the bank than you
thought; differences between bank statements and
what is on the church’s books; notices from the bank
about insufficient funds or unfamiliar loan balances.
Fraud happens in many ways. If one person opens the
mail, makes payments, and approves expenses, fraud
is easier to perpetrate. Sometimes money is siphoned
off a little at a time. Sometimes there is the improper
use of a church credit card. Sometimes someone
takes a loan out in the name of the church and forges
signatures. Thieves can be very creative.

2.

WHEN YOU SUSPECT FRAUD
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THE
MONEY TRAIL.

Talk with your district superintendent. Compare internally
prepared financial statements with bank records. Verify
who the signers on checks are and who can authorize
payments. Work with your banker and put a hold on all
accounts until you can sort things out. Put together a
crisis team of trusted members. Failing to notify police
in due course may invalidate any claim on insurance
reimbursement.

3.

IMMEDIATELY PUT IN
PLACE COMMON-SENSE
SAFEGUARDS.

No one individual should be responsible for all financial
matters. No one should count money alone. And
all financial statements and bank records should be
independently reconciled regularly. A list of sound
procedures can be found on your Conference website.
Church fraud, although real and scary, can be prevented.

