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SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

New Fixed Income Fund Investment
Manager Offers More Options
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he Georgia United Methodist
Foundation’s Investment Committee
is pleased to announce the selection
of Wespath Investment Management, an
agency of The United Methodist Church,
as our Fixed Income Fund Investment
Manager effective November 1, 2017.
“As Trustees, we have a fiduciary
responsibility to make decisions that
are in the best interest of our investors.
Wespath has a unique focus in terms of
serving clients like ours as well as a history
of strong investment performance,” said
Calvin R. Stamps, GUMF’s Investment
Committee Chair. “Wespath has been
our Equity Investment Manager since
2010. We look forward to growing our
partnership with Wespath over the
long term while faithfully serving the
investment needs of our United Methodist
church constituents.”
Rev. Keith E. Lawder, GUMF President/
CEO, adds, “During our seven-year
relationship with Wespath, they have
earned our complete confidence that the
services they provide enable us to be good
stewards of the assets entrusted to us.
Additionally, Wespath’s efforts to invest in

Russell H. Jones
GUMF Vice President/
Chief Financial Officer

sustainable and socially responsible ways
have been nothing less than inspiring.”
Russell H. Jones, GUMF Vice President/
CFO, is overseeing the transition.
“Efficiency is one of my passions. Our
goal is to do the best job possible at the
lowest cost, so our clients have more time
and resources available to promote God’s
Kingdom,” he said. “Wespath offers our
clients more investment alternatives and
better than benchmark returns.”
Stamps agrees. “We can offer our clients
additional investment options that can
be custom-tailored to meet their needs.
Our clients will receive faster turnaround
for liquidation requests as well as daily
trading options that previously were
not available,” he said. “Additionally, the
administrative burden on our accounting
staff will be greatly reduced. The back
office function that is required to support
our clients is very labor intensive and
involves a myriad of complexities. The
ability to directly interface with Wespath’s
technological platform will reduce the
chance of human error and allow for more
simplified and accurate performance
reporting to our clients.”
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Together
Transforming
Our World!

GUMF Ministries to Churches
Investment Performance

GUMF helps churches invest funds wisely according to UMC Book of Discipline
guidelines while achieving competitive returns.
Quarter

1 Year

3-Year Average

5-Year Average

Equity Fund

4.84%

18.32%

9.21%

12.47%

Multiple Asset Fund

4.38%

13.63%

6.69%

8.35%

Fixed Income Fund

0.88%

1.06%

2.09%

1.56%

Investment Funds

Returns as of 9/30/17 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results.

Rev. Stephen A. Waldorf
GUMF Vice President
of Development

The churches of The South
Georgia Conference are
“Alive Together in Christ,” as
Bishop Bryan enthusiastically
reminds us. The weather in
2017 has certainly enabled our
churches to show our love,
encouragement, and support,
as you have set aside many of
your plans to rally together as
communities in the wake of the
tornadoes and hurricanes that
have assailed South Georgia.
Many who were left homeless
have been invited into people’s
homes, and church fellowship
halls, for temporary shelter.
Normal church activities
were temporarily dropped for
cooking teams, and chainsaw
and cleanup crews to reach
out wherever they found a
need. This is who we are called
to be as God’s children: “first
responders” offering grace,
love, service, and comfort to
others because of what He has
offered to us in Jesus Christ.

Certificates

GUMF offers United Methodist churches, ministries and individuals in Georgia above
average returns on certificates. Certificate investments fund GUMF’s Loan Program,
which helps United Methodist churches and ministries grow.
Certificates

4-Year

3-Year

2-Year

1-Year

Current Rates

2.50%

2.10%

1.50%

1.30%

Rates as of November 2017. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Loans

Does your church or ministry need a loan? GUMF provides low-interest loans to help
with building and refinancing needs.
Types

Terms

Construction

Less Than 1 Year

Permanent

Up to 20 Years

Rates
5.15% Fixed
4.50%*

*Fixed rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. Rates as of
November 2017. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Legacy Ministry Training

Would your church like to establish an endowment where the income is used for
sustaining church ministries? GUMF can help you develop and promote a customized
legacy giving program that allows members to leave a legacy gift to your church.

Wills Clinics

Over 65% of Americans do not have a will. Help your members complete their will
and estate plans by offering a Wills Clinic at your church.

Endowments

GUMF helps churches and ministries set up endowment funds with competitive
returns to sustain vital future ministries and programs.

LegacyVisit www.gumf.org , email info@gumf.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Methodists Tending Jesus’ Sheep!
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Jesus said to Simon Peter … “Feed my lambs.” A second time Jesus said … “Simon … Tend my sheep.”
Jesus said to him the third time ... “Simon … Feed my sheep.” – John 21:15-17

J

ust before Jesus returns to heaven, He commands Peter three times to care for His sheep. Here are two examples of how
Methodists are tending Jesus’ sheep! If you would like to establish an endowment to support wonderful organizations
and programs like The Methodist Home for Children and Youth or Chatsworth First UMC’s Saturday Sacks, please contact
Nancy Young, Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Director of Planned Giving, at 678-708-6601 or nyoung@gumf.org.

The Methodist Home Heals Hurting Hearts

I

n response to Christ and the Church, the mission of The
Methodist Home for Children and Youth in Macon, Ga. is to
be a model agency that restores childhoods, strengthens
families and cultivates a people building organization. In the
last year, The Methodist Home and The Foundation of The
Methodist Home has received $40,000 in gifts resulting from
endowments managed by the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation.
“Because of the generous support of caring donors and
friends and Methodists who have designated a portion of
their estate, we are healing hurting hearts, untangling knots
of rejection, and showing these precious children and families
across South and Central Georgia a positive way forward
to a brighter future,” said Alison Evans, President/CEO of
The Methodist Home. “Gifts to The Methodist Home can
change a child’s trajectory and future! The annual, ongoing
distributions from these funds enable us to assess our most
immediate needs and to wisely and prudently use these
blessings to bring glory to God through our vital ministry.”
Evans shared the following examples of how gifts received
during the past fiscal year have impacted children’s lives.
“We served 478 boys, girls and families through Lighthouse
for Families Community Counseling Services. We provided
care for 315 children living with us 24/7, which represents
an increase of 15%. We served 20 different sets of brothers
and sisters in residential care, so the siblings could stay
together,” she said. “We supported nine academically eligible
seniors, who graduated from high school or received their
GED. Additionally, 89% of our residential students were
promoted to the next grade. We reestablished HOPE Foster
Care, which places children in our own foster homes within
the community. And, we became a Sanctuary Certified
Community, which is a model of care that creates a safe place
for healing and hope!”

Chatsworth First UMC Feeds Hungry Children

E

very Thursday during the school year, volunteers from
Chatsworth First UMC and the surrounding community
assemble nutritious “Saturday Sacks” so 400 to 600
elementary-aged children in Murray County have enough to
eat on weekends. The meals are delivered to the schools on
Friday mornings and secretively slipped into the children’s
backpacks so they won’t be embarrassed.
“Saturday Sacks is a vital ministry because 33.1% of the
children in Murray County are food insecure. This averages out
to be about 3,570 children. Last week we fed 618 of them,”
said Rev. Tamlyn Collins, Pastor of Chatsworth First UMC.
“For about 10 years our Saturday Sacks Volunteer Coordinator,
Beth Thornbury, has worked tirelessly to ensure children
within the six Murray County elementary schools, the Murray
County Pre-K Center, and the Murray Head Start and Early
Head Start Programs receive the food they need.”
School counselors and teachers use the following indicators
to determine if a child is going hungry: Is the child rushing
through the food lines? Is the child listless on Monday
morning? Does the child eat quickly and then ask for more?
Does the child regularly ask a teacher for food? Does the child
comment about not having enough food at home? Does the
child ask classmates if they can eat their leftover food?
Saturday Sacks relies exclusively on the generous donations
it receives from individuals, businesses, the Church, and
other churches in the community. Chatsworth First UMC
recently received an anonymous $500 donation from a fund
managed by the Georgia United Methodist Foundation. This
contribution will provide about 500 meals.
“I want to thank everyone so much for caring and for making
sure these children don’t go hungry,” Rev. Collins said. “God
is very faithful. Although the donations sometimes come in at
the last minute, we have always had what we need to bless
these children.”

Go digital and help save $16,500+ per year! Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected.
Legacy
Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Where Does the Money Go?
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” – Matthew 25:35-36

E

very time the Georgia United Methodist Foundation sends
a donation, we say a prayer of thanks for the saints who
established charitable gifts to support Conference-related and
other worthwhile ministries. In the last year, Methodists have given
away $460,600 through GUMF. Some of the ministries that have
historically been blessed by these donations are listed below.
If you would like to make a provision in your will or establish
a charitable gift to benefit a ministry close to your heart,
please contact Nancy Young, GUMF’s Director of Planned
Giving, at 678-708-6601 or nyoung@gumf.org.

Camping and Retreat Ministries

• Camp Tygart
• Dooly Campground
• Effingham Campground
• Epworth By The Sea
• North Georgia Camp &
Retreat Ministries
• Tattnall Campground

Global Ministries

• Habitat for Humanity
International
• Mission on the Move
• TMS Global
• UMCOR
• Venezuela Now

Health and Welfare
Ministries

Represents counties where Methodists are changing lives!

Higher Education Ministries

• Andrew College
• Candler School of Theology
• Emory University
• Georgia United Methodist
Commission on Higher Education
(9 campuses + 18 campus ministries)
• LaGrange College
• Reinhardt University
• United Methodist Higher 		
Education Foundation

Legacy

• Valdosta State University
Wesley Foundation
• Wesleyan College
• Wesley Foundation at
Georgia Southern University
• Wesley Foundation at
Georgia Tech
• Wesley Foundation of Macon
• Young Harris College

• Action Ministries
• Aldersgate Homes/Collinswood
• Breakthru House
• Flint River Habitat for Humanity
• Foundation of Wesley Woods
• Magnolia Manor
• Murphy-Harpst Children’s Center
• Norcross Cooperative Ministry
• North Georgia United Methodist Housing
and Homeless Council
• Open Door Community House
• The Foundation of the Methodist Home
• The Methodist Home for Children and Youth
• The United Methodist Children’s Home
• The Vashti Center
• Wesley Community Centers of Savannah
• Wesley Glen Ministries
• Wesley Woods

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

gumf.org

gumforg

gaumfoundation
company/gumf
Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org
or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Refinancing Your Church Loan?
(Maybe GUMF can help.)

I

f your church has a loan balance coming due and
you are paying as agreed, perhaps the Georgia
United Methodist Foundation may be able to help.
We can offer attractive rates and terms. We can also
offer advice to help you get the best deal possible.
Here are some matters to consider.
1. Research your options at least six months in 		
advance of the maturity date of the note. Does
your church want to pay off the loan balance and
be debt-free? If not, let GUMF assist in finding your
best option.

New Beginnings UMC Refinance
is a Dream Come True

2. As a connectional ministry, GUMF’s surpluses
after expenses are all invested into The United
Methodist Church. Your note payments to GUMF
help us fund scholarships to Methodist students
and to provide grants to Methodist churches and
ministries. Traditional for-profit lenders exist to
benefit their shareholders.

T

3. Consider the benefits of refinancing with GUMF.
We offer:
•
		
		

Easy-to-understand terms and conditions based
on simple interest calculations. Complicated
interest rate swap contracts are not involved.

• Five-year fixed rates on amortizations of up to
		 20 years. Automatic rate resets to current
		 GUMF rates occur at each five-year note
		 anniversary. There are no balloon maturities
		and no prepayment penalties.
•
		

Limited closing costs and no state
intangible taxes.

•
		
		

A minimum loan amount of $25,000 is
required. For current rates, see page 3
or visit www.gumf.org/loans.

4. GUMF has your best interests at heart. We 		
would be happy to review offers from other 		
lenders or provide recommendations based 		
on your church’s unique situation. If you would like
to contact GUMF’s Lending Director, please call 		
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664 or email
info@gumf.org.

Rev. Dr. Mike Shearon, Senior Pastor of New Beginnings
UMC in Kennesaw, Ga., shares his experience working
with GUMF.
he Georgia United Methodist Foundation found
a creative way to refinance and restructure New
Beginnings UMC’s original loan to accelerate our
debt repayment. NBUMC is very grateful and humbled
by the amount of time and effort GUMF put into our
refinance.
There has been great optimism since obtaining a
20-year fixed loan. Our financial state and attendance
are improving. We are seeing many first-time visitors.
Our small groups are growing in volunteers and
participation is surging. NBUMC is still a very strong
supporter of local ministries and the Red Bird Mission
in Beverly, Ky. I will be leading our church on their first
international mission trip to Nicaragua in January. Both
our short- and long-term ministry plans are now based
on solid numbers.
I cannot say enough about the expertise and
professionalism of GUMF’s staff and Loan Committee.
They have not only strengthened my belief that
United Methodists take care of one another, they
have also affirmed that The United Methodist Church
connectional system is stronger than NBUMC and
I ever imagined. GUMF literally took an impossible
“nightmare of a situation” and turned it into a
manageable “dream come true.”

Volunteers from New Beginnings UMC enjoy serving at
the Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Ky.

LegacyVisit www.gumf.org , email info@gumf.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

FAQs on Offering a Wills Clinic
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Front row, far right: Nancy Young, GUMF’s Director of
Planned Giving, led a Wills Clinic for her Alpharetta
First UMC Sunday school class in Alpharetta, Ga.

I

n this FAQ, Nancy Young, Georgia United Methodist
Foundation’s Director of Planned Giving, shares why a
church or Sunday school class should consider offering a
Wills Clinic.
GUMF: Why should a church or Sunday school class offer
a Wills Clinic?
Nancy Young: Over 65% of Americans do not have a will. A
Wills Clinic will enable your members to develop an estate
plan that will protect their loved ones as well as provide for
the causes they care about.
GUMF: What topics will GUMF cover?
Nancy Young: Your members will learn the importance of
creating or updating a will and powers of attorney as well as
completing beneficiary designations and a Georgia Advance
Directive for Healthcare. They will also learn ways they can
give or leave a legacy gift to their church.
GUMF: What resources does GUMF provide?
Nancy Young: Attendees will receive a Wills Planner, Sample
Healthcare Directives, an Estate Planning Organizer, a list
of ways to give to their church, and examples of other
important documents.

GUMF: Does GUMF offer planned giving strategies for members?
Nancy Young: GUMF provides suggestions without charge to
help your members discern the best strategies to benefit their
family, church or favorite ministry.
GUMF: Will financial or legal advice be provided?
Nancy Young: Although our materials have been reviewed by
a planned giving attorney, GUMF does not provide financial or
legal advice. We recommend an attorney attend the Wills Clinic
to answer any legal questions.
GUMF: How do I find out more information?
Nancy Young: GUMF has developed the resources your church
or Sunday school class needs to plan and promote a Wills Clinic.
To learn more, contact me (Nancy Young) at 678-708-6601 or
nyoung@gumf.org or visit www.gumf.org/training/wills-clinic.

GUMF Ministries to Individuals
Certificates

Scholarships and Donor Advised Funds

Endowments and Trusts

United Methodist Dollars for Scholars Scholarships

GUMF offers United Methodists in Georgia above average returns
on certificates with 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-year (now 2.50%) maturities.
See rates on page 2.
Do you need help planning your finances to benefit your family as
well as your United Methodist church or favorite ministry? GUMF
offers free consultations to develop planned giving strategies.

Estate Planning

Do you need help preparing your will and estate plans? GUMF’s
online Wills Guide makes it easy.

Would you like to create a scholarship fund in honor of or
memory of someone? GUMF can help you establish and manage
endowments and donor advised funds.
Do you know a United Methodist student in Georgia who attends
a United Methodist college, university or seminary? GUMF
partners with Georgia students’ United Methodist churches, the
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation, and participating
schools to award up to $4,000 per student in annual United
Methodist Dollars for Scholars scholarships.

