
I am majoring in business 
administration and cyber security 
at Reinhardt University in Waleska, 

Ga. After graduation, I plan to get 
a master’s degree in international 
business.
   A career in these fields is in high 
demand and connects people all 
over the world. The opportunity 
to negotiate deals with multiple 
countries is a win for all parties 
involved. I want to be able to assist 
others in seeing the benefit of 
cooperation. I believe we were put 
on the earth to be fruitful and this 
certainly applies to business. The 
skills I gain will allow me to be a 
successful entrepreneur.
   My ultimate goal is to start a 
nonprofit camp for underprivileged 
children. Having worked with the 
camping and retreat ministries, I have 
seen firsthand that many children in 
our communities would benefit from 
camp, but are not financially able to 
attend. Camps teach cooperation, 
relationship building, self-esteem, 
spirituality, and leadership skills. I 
believe that every child should get 
the opportunity to go to camp.
   I plan to further influence the 
world by continuing community 
service locally and internationally, 

through involvement with the Church 
in general and United Methodist 
Women, and by being a positive 
influence on my college campus.
   Thank you to the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation for providing 
the financial support for my college 
education. It makes me feel good 
to know that my church (Headland 
Heights UMC in East Point, Ga.) 
supports me spiritually and in 
tangible ways as I move to the next 
stage in my life. 

Ariel Murphy is one of 93 United 
Methodist Dollars for Scholars 
scholarship recipients who received 
matching support from GUMF. n
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One of the Best-Kept 
Secrets in Methodism

2

Investment Performance
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation manages $122 million of investment funds 
on behalf of United Methodist churches and ministries in Georgia.

Certificate Program Rates
The GUMF Certificate Program offers United Methodist churches, ministries and 
individuals higher returns than similar instruments, while providing the funds to 
support low-interest loans to United Methodist churches and ministries.

Loan Rates
The Certificate Program allows GUMF to offer below-market loan rates to United 
Methodist churches and ministries wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or 
renovate facilities.

Investment Funds                Quarter                    1 Year                 3-Year Average         5-Year Average

           

Equity Fund               -8.14%   -2.38%  10.48% 10.38%

Multiple Asset Fund       -6.46% -3.46% 5.88% 6.94%

Fixed Income Fund      0.20% 1.29% 0.95% 2.31%

Returns as of 9/30/15 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. All funds are 
invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United Methodist Church. 

Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II
GUMF President/CEO

The United Methodist Dollars for 
Scholars program administered 
by the United Methodist 
Higher Education Foundation 
is one of the best-kept secrets 
in Methodism. The UMDFS 
program involves matching 
support from a student’s church, 
UMHEF, and participating United 
Methodist-related schools and 
United Methodist Foundations. 
In 2015, the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation awarded 
93 scholarships to students 
in Georgia attending United 
Methodist colleges, universities, 
and seminaries. These 
scholarships are the result of 
generous donors who have 
established planned gifts for 
this specific purpose. Additional 
funding is made possible when 
United Methodist churches, 
ministries and members choose 
to participate in the ministry 
of GUMF. Contact us today 
if you would like to create or 
contribute to a scholarship 
fund. For more information on 
the UMDFS program, contact 
UMHEF at 615-649-3990 or 
800-811-8110 or visit 
www.umhef.org.

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Georgia United Methodist Foundation on Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube, visit gumf.org or scan the QR Code below to sign up for 
the latest news.

 facebook.com/gumf.org

 twitter.com/gumforg
 youtube.com/gaumfoundation
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Certificates                                        4-Year                     3-Year                    2-Year                    1-Year

Current Rates                   2.40% 2.00% 1.50% 1.30%
 Rates as of November 2015. For current  rates, please call GUMF at 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664. 
All rates are subject to change without notice.

     Types                                                               Terms                                                             Rates

Construction Less Than 1 Year    5.15% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years       4.50%*

* Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. Loan rates 
are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call GUMF at 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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In 1896, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled racial segregation 
constitutional in the landmark 

case Plessy v. Ferguson, barring 
black Americans from having equal 
access to public facilities. During this 
era, a large percentage of the black 
population were also denied the 
opportunity to learn how to read 
and write.
   In 1897, a young woman named 
Elizabeth Riley graduated from 
Claflin College. This university, which 
is located in Orangeburg, S.C., has 
Methodist roots. She became a 
teacher, passing her passion for 
education on to her daughter, 
Lillian R. Barbour of Roswell, Ga.
   “She was a Riley who married a 
Riley and died when she was 103. 
There were 12 children in her family. 
Her brother, James, and her sister, 
Lillian, also went to Claflin,” Barbour 
explains. “When my mother went to 
college, we were not free to go to the 
white universities. In some instances, 
the black people in the community 
set up their own colleges so that 
their children could be educated. My 
mother’s family was very forward-
thinking. Although she never shared 
how it was possible for her to get an 
education, there were some things 
that were just expected of some 
children, and I think that encouraged 
her. When it was time for me to go 
to college, my mother just looked at 
me and said, ‘Have you decided what 
college you are going to?’”
   The United Methodist Church 
has provided a rich spiritual and 
educational foundation for her 
family. Barbour and her daughter, 
Lisa Jo, graduated from Morgan State 
University, which was founded in 
1867 by The Baltimore Conference of 
The Methodist Episcopal Church.
   “I’ve always been active in The 
United Methodist Church and started 

teaching Sunday school when I was 
10. My church was my family, and 
they always encouraged me to do 
my best. I am 97-years-old and am 
still very active at Christ UMC in 
Roswell,” Barbour said. “I am grateful 
that my mother, because of her 
background, expected me to become 
a worthwhile citizen who helps 
others. I taught school for 35 years 
knowing that I was the parent away 
from home. I treated the children as 
if they were my own children.”
   Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II, 
president/CEO of the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation, shares her 
spirit of gratitude for their family 
legacy.
   “Lillian’s mother, Elizabeth Riley, 
was my maternal grandmother’s 
sister. Lillian is my second cousin. 
For a black person, particularly a 
woman, to graduate from college 
in the 1890s speaks volumes,” he 

said. “My wife, Mary, and I wanted 
to do something that would allow 
scholarships to be given to Methodist 
students in Georgia who go to 
Methodist colleges because our 
family was moved forward because 
of The United Methodist Church. 
After prayerful consideration, we 
established the Braswell-Savage 
scholarship fund with GUMF. While 
Elizabeth Riley was the motivation, 
we chose to name it in honor of our 
parents.”
   A $20,000 legacy gift from the 
Savages will fund one $1,000 
scholarship per year in perpetuity. 
Thanks to the United Methodist 
Dollars for Scholars program, 
Methodist students may also 
be eligible to receive matching 
support from their church, the 
United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation, and participating 
United Methodist-related colleges, 
universities, and seminaries.
   “There are 118 United Methodist-
related schools in the U.S., and 
that is a phenomenal investment 
in education,” Savage said. “It is 
our opinion that they will provide 
a sound foundation based on what 
they teach and the values that they 
instill.”
   Barbour adds, “I am so grateful to 
Chuck and Mary. Education makes 
such a difference in a person’s life. 
It helps them to become attuned 
to everything around them, to see 
beauty in nature, and to appreciate 
artwork, music, and the personhood 
of each individual.”
   If you would like to establish a 
scholarship, but are unable to fund 
the $20,000 in one lump sum, Savage 
has some recommendations. “Save 
up over a 3-, 4- or 5-year period,” he 
said, “or find a group, such as one or 
two Sunday school classes, to help 
you reach your goal.” n

This photo of Elizabeth Riley 
was taken in 1976 at Janes 
Memorial UMC in Philadelphia, 
Pa. when she was 98-years-
old. She is reading Psalm 100 
in honor of a member’s 100th 
birthday.
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Big Needs, Big Dreams: Action Ministries Comes to Newton County

The idea just wouldn’t leave me 
alone…

For years, Rev. 
Teresa Lilja, 
pastor of Alcovy 
UMC in Coving-
ton, Ga., wanted 
her 60 members 
to be a “dot on 
the map” for 
reaching people 

in need. She saw an urgent need for 
compassionate services for the por-
tion of the community that struggles 
with poverty, unemployment, drug 
addiction, homelessness and hunger.
   “We see a lot of hurt. We’re a very 
small church, but the missions our 
folks do just blow me away. They are 
feeding people, distributing coats, 
working with a food pantry. They work 
very hard at it, but unless you team 
up with other people, your impact can 
only be so big,” Rev. Lilja said. “We 
dreamed of doing something bigger.”

An impactful legacy gift…

Those dreams were taken to a whole 
new level when Jean Davenport, 
a member of Alcovy’s congrega-
tion, passed away and left her size-
able estate to three Newton County 
churches. A long-time Newton County 
resident, Mrs. Davenport worked 
at Sears, Roebuck & Co. and later 
enjoyed a 35-year career at Life of 
Georgia Insurance Company.
   This generous bequest linked Alcovy 
UMC to Social Circle’s Mt. Pleasant 
UMC, which was also named in the 
will. Mt. Pleasant UMC is heavily 
involved in Newton County, hosting 
food drives, feeding the hungry and 

serving local people in need. 
   “We had discussions with the execu-
tor of the estate to learn what mat-
tered most to Jean,” Lilja said. “She 
wanted to make an impact in her 
community, especially on families and 
children.”

The little churches that could…

Both Alcovy UMC and Mt. Pleasant 
UMC already had the heart for mis-
sions. Now they had the means. What 
was next? They desired a partner, one 
which brought a depth of experience 
and connections in the area of mobi-
lizing communities to lead people out 
of poverty. Such a partnership would 
allow the churches to multiply their 
efforts and touch lives in new ways. 
Action Ministries fit the bill.

Action Ministries: Leading 
people out of poverty for 50 
years…

On May 19, 2015, Action Ministries 
celebrated the opening of its Newton 
County facility at Covington First UMC 
in Covington, Ga.
   “Bringing Action Ministries to Cov-

ington is a win-win-win situation, and 
that’s where you find God fantastically 
meeting the needs of people through 

these little churches that so want to 
help,” Lilja said.
   Rev. Leah Cunningham, pastor of 
Mt. Pleasant UMC, agrees. “We be-
lieve Action Ministries is well suited 
to carry out the vision of ministry and 

mission in our 
community that 
our congrega-
tion and the 
benefactor felt 
was important,” 
she said. “Ac-
tion Ministries 
was barely on 
the ground in 

Newton County when they introduced 
the Smart Lunch, Smart Kid program, 
which brought churches, companies, 
nonprofits and government entities 
together to feed children. We are still 
seeing positive results from this sum-
mer event.”

Churches partner with the 
Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation…

Both Alcovy UMC and Mt. Pleasant 
UMC chose to establish endowments 
with the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation where the funds from 
this legacy gift could be invested and 
professionally managed.
   “There was no doubt in my mind 
that we would partner with GUMF, 
which is a trusted resource for church-
es,” Lilja said. “Once we learned of 
Jean’s bequest, we enrolled in GUMF’s 
Legacy Ministry Training program so 
that we had an easy yet methodical 
way to educate our church on how to 
do an endowment.”
   Cunningham adds, “GUMF was our
choice for developing a permanent 
source of income to support the grow-
ing ministries of Mt. Pleasant UMC 
while protecting our assets. We can 
rest knowing GUMF invests our funds 
according to the Social Principles of 
The United Methodist Church. In addi-
tion, GUMF supports Georgia church-
es with loans and financing, so we are 
proud to be a part of that connection, 
too.” n
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By Erica Rountree, Communications Director at Action Ministries
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GUMF Offers Wills Clinic, Consulting & Other 
Free Resources to Help Protect Your Loved Ones

     Wills Clinic for 
         Churches

Hosting a Wills Clinic at 
your church is an excellent 
way to assist your members 
in preparing their will and 
other healthcare docu-
ments. The 70- to 90-min-
ute Wills Clinic also reviews 
the ways that United Meth-
odists may leave a legacy 
gift to their church.

Free Consulting for 
Individuals

Our Planned Giving team 
offers Free Consulting to 
United Methodists who 
wish to discuss charitable 
gift ideas such as donor 
advised funds, life income 
gifts, and estate planning. 
We can also provide you 
with a list of attorneys and 
other financial profession-
als to assist you with plan-
ning your estate.

Wills Guide for 
Individuals

Our online Wills Guide 
makes it easy to create
your plan. Visit our web-
site at www.gumf.org. Click 
on the “Planned Giving” 
tab; then click on the blue 
“Plan Your Will” button 
in the left-hand column. 
Create a user name and 
password; then login. Enter 
information on your family, 
contacts and healthcare, 
finances and your estate. 
Once you have completed 
all sections of the Wills 
Guide, click on “Create a 
PDF” to compile the infor-
mation needed to final-
ize your plan. We highly 
recommend you have an 
attorney review your will.

Wills Videos & More

Short videos, a brochure 
and bequest language that 
can help you learn about 
wills are available on our 
website. Visit www.gumf.org. 
Click on the “Planned Giv-
ing” tab; then click on the 
“Learn About Wills” link in 
the left-hand column.

When his father passed away, Rev. Charles 
(Chuck) W. Savage II, president/CEO of the 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation, 

helped his mother make life-changing decisions dur-
ing an emotionally challenging time.

“Because my father died without a will, we had to 
petition the court to appoint an executor of his estate, 
which cost money. We also had to hire an attorney,” 
Rev. Savage said. “A carefully planned will minimizes 
costs and controls the distribution of your probate 
estate, which consists of all property owned by you at 
the time of your death.”

Unfortunately the Savage family is not alone. It is 
estimated that over 70 percent of Americans die 
every year without having prepared a will. A valid will 
protects your loved ones and ensures your intentions 
will be followed after you have passed on.

GUMF offers several free resources to educate you on 
how you might plan your affairs to benefit your family, 
as well as your United Methodist church or favorite 
ministry. Check out the resources below, call 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664, email info@gumf.org 
or visit www.gumf.org today. n

This information is offered as 
an educational service only 
and is not intended as tax, 
legal or financial advice. 
Consult your attorney for 
legal advice or your personal 
financial advisor for informa-
tion specific to your situation.

     Wills Clinic for 
         Churches

Free Consulting for 
Individuals

 Wills Guide for 
Individuals

Wills Videos & More 
for Individuals
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Q&A with Wesleyan College 
Scholarship Recipient 

Shelby Rivers

Thanks to the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars 
program, Shelby Rivers of Warrenton, Ga. received 
financial aid from the Georgia United Methodist Foun-

dation, the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation, 
Warrenton UMC, and Wesleyan College in Macon, Ga. In this 
Q&A, Ms. Rivers, who is double majoring in psychology and 
music, talks about her college life and future plans.

What has your college experience been like? During my 
final year at Wesleyan, I will continue my work as one of 
three student coordinators with Wesleyan’s Lane Center for 
Service and Leadership. My other activities include serv-
ing as president of the Wesleyan Washboard Band and the 
Wesleyan chapter of the Psi Chi Honor Society, working as 
an Academic Center tutor and teaching assistant, and sing-
ing with the select vocal ensemble, the Wesleyannes. I will 
also be completing my senior honors thesis and producing 
my vocal recital in the spring. I will be applying to graduate 
schools in the fall in hopes of pursuing a doctoral degree in 
social psychology.

How do you hope to use your education to change the 
world? I am very passionate about the importance of gain-
ing knowledge in creating change. That’s one reason I have
chosen a path that primarily focuses on research. During
my undergraduate career, my research has focused on the

   

impact of media use on individuals, and I hope to continue on 
this path in graduate school. I believe that by better understand-
ing the changing world we live in, we can create and adapt 
strategies for dealing with everyday crises. 

Is there anything else you would like to add? I am so incred-
ibly grateful to GUMF for this opportunity. Without the support 
of The United Methodist Church (including my home church in 
Warrenton, Ga.), I believe I would not have made it as far as I 
have. The gracious support of GUMF will bolster me as I com-
plete my college journey, and I am so honored to have been 
chosen for this scholarship. n

Investment Services to help churches and ministries 
manage and grow funds in a socially responsible 
manner.

Certificate Program to help churches, ministries and 
individuals earn higher returns than similar instruments.

Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to 
churches and ministries.

Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries 
and future leaders of the Church.

Planned Giving Services to educate individuals on 
how they might plan their affairs to benefit their 
families, as well as United Methodist churches 
and ministries. 

Wills Clinic to help churches assist their members 
in preparing wills and other healthcare documents.

Endowments and Legacy Ministry Training to 
establish a permanent source of income to 
support a church’s ministry programs.

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries


