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We have a new tagline for the 
Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation: Empowering 

People to Change Lives! We believe our 
mission is to promote transformation by 
helping churches and individuals be better 
stewards of God’s gifts and blessings. 
We continue to honor God’s call to sow 
the seeds of faith. As we move forward 
together, we sense God’s direction to 
provide programs and services which 
empower you. Here are four examples.

1. CLERGY FINANCIAL  
LITERACY ACADEMY

Few ministerial students were ever 
offered a class on financial management 
in seminary. On page 2 you can read 
about our Clergy Financial Literacy 
Academy Pilot. In August, United 
Methodist pastors from across the state 
had a chance to learn and refine financial 
skills to help them be more effective 
leaders in their churches.

2.  WILLS CLINICS
 Many people think that you 
 don’t need a will unless you 

have a lot of property or investments 
to consider. In today’s world, EMTs and 
caring medical personnel are often forced 
to make critical decisions. Why not interest 
your church in a free workshop to learn 
about healthcare directives and how to 
pass important possessions to loved ones! 
We can also show you how to make a
special gift to continue to bless your church.

3.  WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
 We always try to point to God  
 in everything we do at the 

Foundation. We include devotional 
thoughts in our emails because we realize 
we have been blessed to be part of this 
exceptional ministry with you!

4.
 

CHURCH ENDOWMENTS   
 AND TREASURERS

We would be remiss if we did not 
encourage you to take the time and look 
at pages 4 and 5 regarding endowments 
and especially the role, ministry, and value 
of your church treasurer. Our treasurers 
have such a critical ministry in helping us 
discover the joys of receiving, giving, and 
investing in God’s work.
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Clergy Financial 
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Investment Performance
We help churches manage and grow funds through socially responsible and 
sustainable investing.

Certificate Program
We offer 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year fixed rate investments which in turn provide funding 
for loans to churches.

Loans
We offer loans to churches and ministries wishing to refinance debt, or build, expand 
or renovate facilities for sustaining ministry.

Investment Funds                Quarter                    1 Year                 3-Year Average         5-Year Average

           

U.S. Equity Fund*              5.06%   16.08% 11.31% 12.97%
International Equity Fund*     -2.63%   11.09%  6.65%  6.64%
Multiple Asset Fund       0.63% 9.56% 7.29%   7.86%
Fixed Income Fund**      -1.26% 0.32%  2.85% 2.89%

Returns as of 6/30/18 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results.
*On 10/10/17, GUMF’s Equity Fund was split into the U.S. Equity Fund and the International Equity Fund.
**As of 11/1/17, GUMF’s Fixed Income Fund Manager changed from Merrill Lynch/BlackRock to Wespath. 

By Charles W. Buffington Jr.,
GUMF Board of Trustee

One of the greater challenges 
facing churches today is the 
shifting landscape of church 
attendance and by extension 
giving at sufficient levels to 
fund core ministry and longer-
term vision. In order to lead 
the Church in addressing this 
challenge, it calls for pastoral 
leadership with higher levels 
of financial acumen. Highly 
effective, successful pastors 
must be comfortable and 
conversant in both personal 
and corporate (church) financial 
management principles and 
practices.
   The Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation’s Clergy Financial 
Literacy Academy is designed 
to assist pastors in preparing 
to lead in this critical aspect 
of life and ministry. After 
completing the course of study, 
graduates will be enabled and 
empowered to be more effective 
in preaching, teaching and 
practicing the biblical principles 
of stewardship and generosity.

Construction Loan Terms and Rates Less Than 1 Year:  5.15% Fixed
Permanent Loan Terms and Rates Up to 20 Years:         4.50%* 

*Fixed rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. Rates as of 
August 2018. For current rates, contact GUMF.

GUMF Ministries to Churches

Endowments and Legacy Ministry Training
We teach church leaders how to establish and cultivate a permanent source of         
income to support and sustain a church’s ministry program.

Wills Clinics
We help churches by assisting their members in preparing wills and other healthcare 
and estate planning documents.

Planned Giving Strategies
We offer free individual and group meetings to discuss ways to create a legacy for 
ministry and benefit your family.

Certificate Program
We offer 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year fixed rate investments which in turn provide funding 
for loans to churches. 

Scholarships
We partner with the UMHEF to offer UMDFS scholarships to United Methodist students 
within Georgia who attend United Methodist colleges, universities and seminaries.

Clergy Financial Literacy Academy
We train pastors in personal and financial church literacy.

GUMF Ministries to Individuals

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.Visit www.gumf.org , email  info@gumf.org  or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.Empowering People to Change Lives!

Certificate Terms and Rates:    1-Year: 1.45%       2-Year: 1.70%       3-Year: 2.10%       4-Year: 2.50%

Rates as of August 2018. For current rates, contact GUMF.

Certificate Terms and Rates:    1-Year: 1.45%       2-Year: 1.70%       3-Year: 2.10%       4-Year: 2.50%

Rates as of August 2018. For current rates, contact GUMF.
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GUMF WELCOMES
NEW TRUSTEES

We are pleased to announce that we are 
changing the name and design of our weekly 
e-newsletter from Legacy to EMPOWER 
WEEKLY. Our new name better reflects the 
WISDOM FOR LIFE content, which includes an 
inspirational devotion, news from Washington, 
Savvy Living, Personal Planning, gift stories, 
finance news, and timely articles! To sign up, 
please contact us at 770-449-6726, 
877-220-5664 or info@gumf.org or visit 
www.gumf.org/stay-connected.

RESERVE YOUR 2020 OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY AND DANUBE RIVER 
CRUISE TOUR TICKETS
The people of Oberammergau, Germany promised God 
that if He spared their village from the Black Plague, 
they would show their gratitude by putting on a passion 
play. For the last 380 years, they have kept their 
promise by staging the play every 10 years.
   The next performances will be in 2020. Rev. Keith and 
Mary Lawder will lead a tour through Educational Opportunities Tours 
to see the Oberammergau Passion Play and take a Danube River Cruise 
through Germany and Austria to Budapest, Hungary. The tour days are 
July 29-August 9, 2020.
   If you are interested, please check out www.gumf.org/reserve-your-
oberammergau-passion-play-2020-tour-tickets-1. Registrations together 
with a $100 per person deposit will secure tickets to the Passion Play, 
which are limited and often are sold out more than a year in advance.

SCHEDULE A FREE WILLS CLINIC
We’re excited about all of the Wills Clinics we have 
scheduled with churches throughout Georgia. Offer-
ing a Wills Clinic at your church is an excellent way to 
assist your members in preparing their will and other 
healthcare and estate planning documents. Your mem-
bers will also learn how they may leave a legacy gift to 
bless your church. To get on our Wills Clinics calendar, 
please contact me (Nancy Young) at 678-708-6601 or 
nyoung@gumf.org.

WHAT'S NEW AT GUMF?

Ruth A. Knox
Retired, Wesleyan College, Thomson

William A. Vogel
Montag & Caldwell, Atlanta

Rev. Dr. J. Maddox (Matt) Woodbery Jr.
Mulberry Street UMC, Macon

GUMF SAYS GOODBYE TO FORMER TRUSTEES

Rev. Dr. Shane Green
St. Paul UMC, Columbus

Rev. Keith E. Lawder
GUMF President/CEO

Nancy Young
GUMF Director of 

Planned Giving and 
Scholarships

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.Go digital and help save $16,500+ per year! Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected.Empowering People to Change Lives!

Wesley A. French
Peachtree Investment Advisors,

Atlanta

A. Parrish Clark Jr.
Guardian Bank, Valdosta

EMPOWER WEEKLY
WISDOM FOR LIFE

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
Empowering People to

Change Lives!

Bill Coffeen
Park Square Financial Group, 

Roswell
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TOUCHING EVERY AGE AND LIFE STAGE
   1.  Six college students received scholarship support to further their education.
   2.  Supported Middle School Camp and camp scholarships.
   3.  Supported Confirmation Retreat.
   4.  Provided Baptism books for the RUMC Children’s Ministry.
   5.  Provided Children’s Ministry Classroom Bibles.
   6.  Supported Children’s Ministry Worship Experience.
   7.  Supported Youth Ministry student outreach events.
   8.  Supported RUMCK’s petting zoo at the Fall Festival.
   9.  Supported new RUMCK classroom needs.
10.  Supported the classical Sounds of the Spirit Concert series.

ENABLING MISSIONARY WORK AROUND 
THE CORNER AND AROUND THE WORLD
11.  Funded gift cards for homeless students.
12.  Supported Vickery Mill After School Program.
13.  Provided emergency relief to flooding victims in Texas.
14.  Provided funding assistance for Solar Bibles for Peru missionaries.
15.  Provided a Solar Dryer for the Peru Farm Project.
16.  Provided sponsorship for the Honduras Mission Trip.
17.  Supported Florala First UMC in Florala, Alabama.
18.  Supported United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
19.  Provided funding assistance for the Amazon Discipleship Project.
20.  Provided funding assistance for therapist-led grief group, therapist-led addiction   
  group, and Healing Services.
21.  Provided private and group therapy for individuals affected by recent suicide in 
  the community.
22.  Supported Children’s Ministry and Ministry Programs at Luke 10:27 in Louisiana.
23.  Provided furnishings for Murphy-Harpst Children’s Center.
24.  Supported Divine Providence Training Center in Kenya, Africa.

PROVIDING IMPROVEMENTS TO CHURCH FACILITIES
25.  Funded audio/visual technology improvements in the Chapel.
26.  Provided an AED device in the Scout Hut.
27.  Provided a folding machine for the RUMC print room.
28.  Provided Choir Room enhancements including painting, technology upgrades, 
  and handrail improvements.
29.  Supported RUMC debt reduction.
30.  Provided maintenance and enhancement to the Commons Area.
31.  Provided funding support of the Trustees Storage Building project.
32.  Provided funding support of enhancements of the Welcome Home 
  Nine-Thirty Service.
33.  Provided WOW Children’s Ministry equipment.

By Kim Brammer, Executive Director of The Roswell UMC Foundation

The Roswell UMC Foundation in Roswell relies upon the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation’s investment expertise to manage and grow our endowment funds, which have 
been established by our generous members. By the end of 2018, we will have distributed 

$152,000 in grants! Read on to discover 33 ways our endowments enabled ministry in 2017!

Empowering People to Change Lives!

WAYS CHURCH ENDOWMENTS
ENABLE MINISTRY33

Kim Brammer

QUESTIONS?
To learn how to establish an 
endowment and cultivate a 

permanent source of income 
to support and sustain a 

church’s ministry program, 
please contact Nancy Young, 
GUMF Director of Planned 
Giving and Scholarships, at 

678-708-6601 or 
nyoung@gumf.org.

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.gumf.org               gumforg               gaumfoundation               company/gumf

GUMF_Summer 2018.indd   4 8/15/18   12:51 PM



5

1.       PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
YOUR CHURCH WITH 
POLICIES.

Segregation of Duties is a wonderful 
practice used in organizations of all 
sizes. You protect yourself and your 
church when you segregate financial 
duties. DO NOT allow your church to put 
all the financial duties on you, no matter 
how small the church is. Require some help.

2.    CHURCHES OR CHARITIES ARE   
NOT EXCLUDED FROM IRS 
REGULATIONS, LABOR LAWS,        
OR OTHER GUIDELINES.

People actually say to me, “We’re a 
church. We don’t have to do that.” Most 
likely you DO have to “do that,” as in 
follow that labor law, comply with that 
IRS regulation, or meet that standard. 
Churches do not get excluded from 
these regulations.

3. IT IS OKAY TO SAY NO AND TO 
REQUIRE DOCUMENTATION.

When you’re dealing with friends, 
family, and neighbors, you may be asked 
to cut corners or let procedures slide. 
DON’T. It’s perfectly acceptable to say, 
“I’ll need a receipt in order to pay you,” 
or “I can’t pay that until it is approved.”

4. APPORTIONMENTS ARE 
BASED ON YOUR STATISTICAL 
REPORT.

Somehow people miss the connection 
between their own church’s statistical 
report and the apportionments. “The 
Conference says we have 263 members, 
but we don’t have half that many!” No, 
the Conference doesn’t say anything. 
Your own church statistical report says 
you have 263 members. We trusted your 
report. Our apportionments are derived 
from a formula applied to your statistical 
table. So it behooves you to spend some 
time making sure your annual statistical 

report is accurate.

5. YOU NEED A COPY OF YOUR 
PASTOR’S COMPENSATION 
FORM.

Your pastor may have pension with-
holdings, insurance cost, or an FSA. You 
need a copy of the Compensation Form 
in order to write the paycheck. Be sure 
you get one.

6. MORE THAN LIKELY… THEY 
ARE EMPLOYEES.

Churches like to say, “We’ll just pay 
them as an independent contractor,” 
because it is easier for the church. 
But the IRS has standards for who 
is and who is not an independent 
contractor, and your church pianist and 
nursery worker are likely employees. 
Review the IRS definitions on our 
website at www.sgaumc.org/
employeeorindependentcontractor.

7. CONTEMPORANEOUS RECEIPT 
OF GIFTS MATTERS.

Canceled checks do not prove 
a contribution to the church. A 
“contemporaneous receipt” from the 
church is required. Monthly or quarterly 
giving statements meet this standard. If 
your donor is audited, you can’t go back 
later and provide the proof of donation, 
so be sure to do it at the time.

8. YOU BLESS YOUR CHURCH 
AND PASTOR WHEN YOU 
GIVE COMPLETE FINANCIAL 
REPORTS.

No matter what size the church is, 
monthly or quarterly written reports 
should be given. Beginning and ending 
balances, income, and expenses should 
be reported. People want to know how 
the church is doing, but often hesitate 
to ask due to concerns their questions 
might come off sounding as if they are 
trying to “check up” on the treasurer. 

Your open reporting, beyond what they 
ask for, will be a blessing.

9. SEND MISSION AGENCIES 
THAT OFFERING!

So often treasurers wait months or 
until the end of the year to send 
special offerings to the mission agency! 
Meanwhile, the ministry those offerings 
were intended to bless has struggled. 
When money is designated for a mission 
cause, send it on as soon as you can!

10. THE ANSWER IS PROBABLY 
ON THE CONFERENCE 
WEBSITE.

Both the North and South Georgia finan-
cial offices have pretty robust portions 
of the Conference website. You can find 
sample Form W-2 explanations of the 
apportionment formula, information on 
independent contractors versus employ-
ees, sample tax packets for clergy, and 
much more. Plus, these resources are 
available online 24 hours a day.

Although people usually do “Top 10” 
lists, I’ve added #11 since treasurers are 
quite special!

11. YOU HONOR GOD WHEN 
YOU DO THE TREASURER’S 
WORK WELL!

The ministry of “ad-ministry-ation” is a 
useful way to honor and glorify God. It 
is a service you can offer our Lord. Both 
what you do and the way in which you 
do it can be part of the sacrifice of your 
life which you lay upon the altar each 
Sunday. May God receive your offering, 
and bless you in the giving!

By Rev. Dr. Derek W. McAleer, South Georgia Conference Treasurer and Director of 
Administrative Services
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Rev. Dr. Derek W. McAleer

THINGS CHURCH TREASURERS 
NEED TO KNOW!
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T   he Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Director of 
Lending, James (Jim) F. Pope, and Loan Administrator, 
Lori Tucker, answer nine frequently asked questions 

about our Loan Program.

1.   WHAT TYPES OF LOANS, TERMS, AND RATES 
DOES GUMF OFFER?

JIM: We offer construction loans with terms of up to one 
year. Our current fixed interest rate for construction loans is 
5.15%. We also offer permanent loans with an amortization 
of up to 20 years. Our current permanent loan rate is 4.50% 
fixed for the first five years.

2.   WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS CAN OUR CHURCH 
BORROW MONEY FOR?

LORI: We offer loans for a variety of projects such as:

➤  Construction of a new building.

➤  Purchase of a parsonage or an existing building.

➤  Land acquisitions to expand a church’s ministry.

➤  Renovations to the sanctuary, fellowship hall or   
 another church-related building.

➤  Ministry expansions such as a preschool.

➤  Refinancing of another institution’s loan.

3.   IS THERE A PENALTY FOR PREPAYING OR  
PAYING OFF THE LOAN?

JIM: There is no penalty for prepayments or early payoff. 
Prepayments must be in a minimum amount of $1,000.

4.       IS THERE A BALLOON PAYMENT                              
AT SOME POINT?

LORI: We do not have balloon payments. We adjust the rate 
every five years to the current rate GUMF offers at the time.

PO Box 922087
Peachtree Corners, GA 30010-2087
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
www.gumf.org • info@gumf.org

Lori Tucker 
GUMF Loan Administrator

James (Jim) F. Pope 
GUMF Director of Lending

9 QUESTIONS FOR 
OUR LOAN TEAM

5. DOES GUMF CHARGE POINTS ON THE LOAN?
JIM: We do not charge points, just standard closing costs, 

which generally include attorney and recording fees. 

6.   WHAT SETS GUMF APART FROM OTHER LENDING 
INSTITUTIONS?

LORI: Generally our loans are less restrictive with lower costs 
than other lenders. We make loans only to churches and 
church-related entities. We understand church finances better 
than others.

7.       DOES GUMF OFFER SUPPORT AFTER A LOAN 
CLOSES?

JIM: We are always available to consult with churches on future 
growth strategy, capital campaigns or challenges they may be 
experiencing.

8.   WHERE DOES GUMF GET THE MONEY TO LEND       
TO CHURCHES?

LORI: Our Certificate Program, which offers 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year 
fixed rate investments, provides funding for loans to churches.

9.   HOW DO I LEARN MORE ABOUT GUMF’S              
LOAN PROGRAM?

JIM: Contact either me (Jim Pope) at 770-449-6726,               
877-220-5664, 770-841-5163 (cell) or jpope@gumf.org or Lori 
Tucker at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or ltucker@gumf.org.
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