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LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIPOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES

William T. Daniel Jr., Chair
Vaden Automotive Group, Savannah
David A. Duke, Vice Chair
Brady Ware & Company, Atlanta
Charles L. Bachman Jr.
Gregory, Doyle, Calhoun & Rogers, LLC, Marietta
Charles L. Battle
Retired, Wachovia Corporation, Peachtree Corners
Bert Bennett
Draffin & Tucker, LLP, Albany
Charles W. Buffington Jr.
Generis, Canton
A. Parrish Clark Jr.
Guardian Bank, Valdosta
Bill Coffeen
Park Square Financial Group, Roswell
Kathryn H. Dennis
Community Foundation of Central Georgia, Macon
Rev. Dr. Glenn Ethridge
Oak Grove UMC, Decatur
Wesley A. French
Peachtree Investment Advisors, Atlanta
Gary T. Fuller
Retired, Woolworth Overseas Corporation, Dunwoody
F. Waverly Golson
Retired, SunTrust Bank, Macon
Rev. Dr. Shane Green
St. Paul UMC, Columbus
Lee D. Hightower
Junior Achievement of Georgia, Gainesville
Rev. Dr. Bernice W. Kirkland
Atlanta College Park District, Atlanta
Kathy McCollum
Wesley Glen Ministries, Macon
Wanda Y. Rodwell
The Coca-Cola Company, Atlanta
Richard Shinhoster
Diaspora Marketplace, Savannah
Calvin R. Stamps
Bretwood Capital Partners, Atlanta
Dr. Belinda J. White
Morehouse College, Atlanta

EX-OFFICIO:

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, Resident Bishop
The South Georgia Conference, Macon
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, Resident Bishop
The North Georgia Conference, Atlanta
Keith M. Cox
The North Georgia Conference Treasurer and Director 
of Administrative Services, Atlanta
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Dear Friends in Christ,

We are blessed to travel throughout Georgia witnessing and 
being inspired by the incredible things you are doing in the 
name of Christ. We are so grateful for the opportunity to 
partner with you and share the good work you are doing to 
change lives. 

Bert and Hilary Bennett, Phyllis Gordon, Bill Coffeen and 
many others are helping to fund the education of future 
pastors and Christian leaders who love the Lord and want to 
do God’s work.

We are inspired by our donors who set up estate plans and 
give generously to support Methodist causes that are close 
to their hearts like Wesley Glen Ministries, Murphy-Harpst, 
Breakthru House, Magnolia Manor, The Methodist Home 
and the United Methodist Committee on Relief.

We are thankful for our Methodist pastors, members, 
leaders, churches, districts, conferences, and ministries 
that host Wills Clinics, enroll in our Legacy Ministry Training 
Program, invest their funds wisely and step out in faith to 
revitalize existing churches and start new faith communities 
so that lives may be changed.

One of the things we have heard from current and future 
pastors is that they want to improve their personal and 
church financial literacy. And that is why we are developing 
the Clergy Financial Literacy Academy featuring workshops 
to train pastors in both personal and church finances.

At the Georgia United Methodist Foundation our mission is 
simple: Empowering People to Change Lives! Let us partner 
with you! Call us at 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664, email 
info@gumf.org or visit www.gumf.org today.

Thanks and may God bless you!

William T. Daniel Jr.
Board Chair

Rev. Keith E. Lawder
President/CEO
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LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

MINISTRIES TO CHURCHES

Loans
We offer loans to churches and ministries 
wishing to refinance debt, or build, expand 
or renovate facilities for sustaining ministry.

Endowments and Legacy Ministry
Training
We teach church leaders how to establish 
and cultivate a permanent source of 
income to support and sustain a church’s 
ministry program.

Wills Clinics
We help churches by assisting their 
members in preparing wills and other 
healthcare and estate planning documents.

Investment Services
We help churches manage and grow 
funds through socially responsible and 
sustainable investing.

Certificate Program
We offer 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year fixed rate 
investments which in turn provide funding 
for loans to churches.

MINISTRIES TO INDIVIDUALS

Planned Giving Strategies
We offer free individual and group 
meetings to discuss ways to create a 
legacy for ministry and benefit your family.

Certificate Program
We offer 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year fixed rate 
investments which in turn provide funding 
for loans to churches.

Scholarships
We offer scholarships to support United 
Methodist students within Georgia 
who attend United Methodist colleges, 
universities, and seminaries through the 
United Methodist Dollars for Scholars 
Program.

Clergy Financial Literacy Academy
We train pastors in personal and financial 
church literacy. Pilot sessions are under 
development.

3
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EMPOWERING CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Scholarship Ministry empowers the next generation of Christian 
leaders. We partner with Georgia students’ United Methodist churches, the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation and United Methodist colleges, universities and seminaries to award United Methodist Dollars for 
Scholars scholarships. Meet eight of our 96 students who received scholarships in 2017.

EMPOWERING SCHOLARSHIP
DONORS THROUGH ENDOWMENTS

ANIKA STEED, SOPHOMORE
Social Work
Clark Atlanta University
The Methodist Home, Macon

“ I grew up in foster care. This schol-
arship will empower me to work 
with kids in the foster care system, 
help families get back together, and 
keep God in their hearts.”

HEATHER MORRIS, SECOND YEAR
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Sugarloaf UMC, Duluth

“ I’m currently serving as Youth 
Director at a local church. Without 
the worry of loans, I can better serve 
the ministries the Lord places me in. 
This scholarship is a testament of the 
Lord’s faithfulness.”

CHRISTOPHER BENSON, SENIOR
Entrepreneurial Business
High Point University
Isle of Hope UMC, Savannah

“This scholarship has empowered me 
to impact lives because my educational 
experience at High Point University has 
reinforced my sense of compassion and 
servitude.”

MARK LOVELL, SECOND YEAR
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Kingston UMC, Kingston 

“ I’m already serving a church and working 
a full-time job. This scholarship is helping 
to make it possible for me to attend semi-
nary and become a more effective servant 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

MADDIE HENDERSON, SENIOR
Master of Divinity
Boston University School of Theology
Vineville UMC, Macon

“ I hope to be a college or university 
chaplain. I love spending time with 
students and helping to foster 
community. My degree will give me 
the tools to do this job and to provide 
spiritual and moral direction.”

LINDSEY GIGLIO, JUNIOR
Spanish/Business Administration
Birmingham-Southern College
St. Luke UMC, Columbus

“After my first mission trip to 
Guatemala, I became passionate 
about learning Spanish. My Christian 
education will allow me to help 
Spanish-speaking U.S. citizens 
overcome the challenges that they 
face as minorities.”

BEN WILLS, SENIOR
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Pleasant Valley UMC, Monroe

“ I’m serving a church while going to 
school full-time. I’m passionate about 
the local church because of the ways in 
which God uses communities of faith to 
change hearts, lives, communities and 
the world.”

ELIZABETH ROGERS, 2018 ALUMNA
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Cordele First UMC, Cordele

“This scholarship made my life of ministry 
possible. I’m passionate about Scripture, 
teaching, discipleship, and sharing God’s 
love with all the world. I pray that God 
will use these passions for God’s glory.”

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTION IN 2017

4
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EMPOWERING CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS

EMPOWERING SCHOLARSHIP
DONORS THROUGH ENDOWMENTS
Thanks to our generous donors, since 2011 the Georgia United Methodist Foundation has awarded 568 United 
Methodist Dollars for Scholars scholarships totaling $440,700 to Georgia United Methodist students attending 
higher education institutions. Find out why these donors are passionate about educating Christian leaders.

MARK LOVELL, SECOND YEAR
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Kingston UMC, Kingston 

“ I’m already serving a church and working 
a full-time job. This scholarship is helping 
to make it possible for me to attend semi-
nary and become a more effective servant 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

ELIZABETH ROGERS, 2018 ALUMNA
Master of Divinity
Candler School of Theology
Cordele First UMC, Cordele

“This scholarship made my life of ministry 
possible. I’m passionate about Scripture, 
teaching, discipleship, and sharing God’s 
love with all the world. I pray that God 
will use these passions for God’s glory.”

BERT BENNETT
Porterfield 
Memorial UMC,
Albany

“GUMF allows 
many families 
to pool their 
resources to 

make a larger impact on God’s 
people through the GUMF Trustees 
Scholarship Endowment. My wife, 
Hilary, and I had some savings from 
our children’s college education 
and wanted to help someone else 
find the skills and direction that 
God has for their life. We could not 
think of a better way to use the 
funds that God has put into our 
hands.”

PHYLLIS GORDON
Cascade UMC,
Atlanta

“ I named 
Cascade UMC 
as a beneficiary 
in my will. One 
day funds from 

the sale of my home will provide 
scholarships. I am a lifelong 
learner, and I believe education is 
vital in our society. I want to see 
students excel and not go home 
because they don’t have enough 
funds to continue their education. 
God has blessed me so much that 
I want to be a blessing to others. 
Through GUMF’s extensive training, 
planned giving has provided me 
with an avenue to make a larger 
and more impactful gift than I ever 
thought possible.”

BILL COFFEEN
Due West UMC,
Kennesaw

“ I established 
the Bill and 
Inez Coffeen 
Scholarship 
Endowment 

because I couldn’t think of a better 
way to honor my parents who have 
always valued a college education. 
My father’s father and his father 
before him obtained advanced 
degrees. My mother also graduated 
from college in 1940. We need 
to support Christian leaders who 
carry the torch of salvation into 
a world that needs to hear and 
embrace the words and sacrifice 
of Jesus. GUMF has developed 
legacy vehicles that in combination 
multiply the impact of one gift.”

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTION IN 2017

Scholarships Across the U.S.

• Birmingham-Southern College                4

• Boston University School of Theology    1

• Brevard College                                          1

• Duke Divinity School                                  2

• High Point University                                 1

• Syracuse University                                    2

• Wofford College                                         3

Total Across the U.S.:           14

5

Scholarships in Georgia
• Andrew College             1
• Candler School of Theology    12
• Clark Atlanta University             1
• Emory University             2
• LaGrange College           13
• Reinhardt University           12
• Wesleyan College             7
• Young Harris College          34

Total in Georgia:           82
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EMPOWERING MINISTRIES
THROUGH PLANNED GIVING

Thanks to our donors who established planned gifts with the Georgia United Methodist Foundation, we distributed 
over $421,000 in 2017 to support Conference-related and other worthwhile ministries. Six ministry leaders share 
how these gifts are being used to change lives.

M. SCOTT MERRITT
President/CEO
Murphy-Harpst,
Cedartown

“Murphy-Harpst 
provides a safe 
and nurturing 
environment where 
severely abused and 
neglected children 

and teenagers can thrive and heal 
toward a goal of re-engaging with 
society and leading productive lives. 
GUMF’s ministry empowers Murphy-
Harpst by providing the critical 
support needed for current and 
ongoing programs, ensuring that our 
organization can move forward and 
that these programs can be carried 
out to plan, with confidence, and 
without interruption.”

KATHY MCCOLLUM
President/CEO
Wesley Glen 
Ministries, Macon

“Wesley Glen 
Ministries is 
dedicated to 
improving the quality 
of life for adults 
with developmental 

disabilities. We serve the unique 
needs of these individuals and help 
them to build skills and confidence 
that lead to greater independence. 
They regularly volunteer to help 
others in the community. Donations 
given through GUMF empower 
the staff to support these mission 
opportunities that allow the people 
we serve to share the love of Christ, 
changing lives beyond our agency.”

JULIE CHILDS
Board Chair
Breakthru House,
Decatur

“Breakthru House 
uses gifts from GUMF 
to transform the lives 
of women struggling 
with drug and alcohol 
addiction by provid-

ing a long-term residential program to 
empower them to experience phys-
ical, emotional and spiritual healing 
through recovery. Sue became ad-
dicted after being injured as a college 
athlete and placed on pain medica-
tion. She dropped out of college, lost 
her job, and burned family ties. After 
completing our treatment program, 
Sue now works full-time, attends 
school, has made amends with her 
family, and has plans to get married.”

ALISON EVANS
President/CEO
The Methodist Home,
Macon

“The Methodist Home 
restores childhoods, 
strengthens families 
and cultivates a people 
building organization. 
Anika Steed (see pg. 4) 

lived with us for five years. When she 
shared her goal was to attend Clark 
Atlanta University so she could become 
a Social Worker, as a surrogate “parent,” 
you offer whatever support you can. 
GUMF went to great lengths to help 
us receive scholarship funds for Anika. 
Planned gifts established with GUMF 
for The Methodist Home’s benefit also 
provide a source of income that enables 
us to serve kids like Anika and bring out 
their full potential.”

MARK R. TODD
President/CEO
Magnolia Manor,
Americus

“At Magnolia Manor, 
our ministry is to serve 
not only the residents 
who live here but their 
family and friends, as 
well as the aging com-

munity across The South Georgia Con-
ference and beyond. Donations received 
from GUMF often support our League of 
the Good Samaritan Fund, which helps us 
keep our promise that no one would ever 
have to leave Magnolia Manor. Imagine
being in your 90s and having called 
Magnolia Manor home for more than a 
decade. You never expected to live this 
long. You’ve outlived your spouse. Your 
kids don’t have the resources to help you.
And your savings are gone. Because of
this fund, you can stay at Magnolia Manor 
surrounded by caring staff and friends.”

REV. RUSSELL PIERCE
Executive Director I 
Mission Engagement
General Board of 
Global Ministries, 
Atlanta

“The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is the hu-
manitarian relief and 

development arm of The United Meth-
odist Church. We respond to disasters 
and engage in sustainable development 
efforts that improve peoples’ lives and 
their communities. Resources received 
through GUMF helped to fund two     
UMCOR grants for use in The South 
Georgia Conference. These funds were 
designated for ongoing case manage-
ment work from Hurricane Matthew and 
for the survivors of Hurricane Irma. An 
emergency grant assisted churches that 
opened their doors with radical hospital-
ity to evacuees from Hurricane Irma and 
also provided other relief supplies.”

EMPOWERING CHURCHES, 
DISTRICTS AND CONFERENCES 

THROUGH INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT

6
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EMPOWERING MINISTRIES
THROUGH PLANNED GIVING

EMPOWERING CHURCHES, 
DISTRICTS AND CONFERENCES 

THROUGH INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation helps churches, ministries, districts and conferences invest funds 
wisely according to UMC Book of Discipline guidelines while achieving competitive returns. Read on to discover 
how these investments are making a difference across the State of Georgia.

KIM BRAMMER
Executive Director
The Roswell UMC 
Foundation, Roswell

“We have 38 endowment 
funds and one non-
endowed fund with GUMF, 
which have typically been 
established by members 
who are passionate about 

a ministry such as worship arts or missions. GUMF 
is helping us grow these endowments by providing 
sound investment management and support. By 
the end of 2018, we will have distributed our one-
millionth dollar in accumulative giving since our 
Foundation began in 1991.”

REV. DAVID HIBBERTS
Chair
The South Georgia 
Conference Special Relief 
Fund, Macon

“GUMF manages our 
Special Relief Fund, 
which helps pastors in 
financial trouble usually 
due to medical or family 

emergencies. We had a pastor whose son had 
emergency surgery, and the bills were overwhelming. 
GUMF always provides the money needed within 
24 hours. Because of the way GUMF conscientiously 
manages our money and maximizes our returns, we 
have more resources at our disposal. We’re not a 
number, we’re a friend.”

REV. RICHARD WINN SR.
District Superintendent
Griffin District, Griffin

“GUMF helped the Griffin 
District establish the 
Midway Methodist Church 
Cemetery Association 
after the church closed in 
2016. GUMF also manages 
the Griffin District King 

Endowment, which provides funds for the cemetery’s 
maintenance. GUMF invests through Wespath, an 
agency of The United Methodist Church. Thanks to 
the triangle of trust between Wespath, GUMF and 
the Methodist community, we will never have to 
worry about cemetery maintenance again.”

REV. DR. RICK LANFORD
District Superintendent
North Central District, 
Macon

“GUMF manages The North 
Central District Union’s 
Parsonage Fund. By pooling 
our resources with other 
United Methodist entities, 
we receive less risk due to 

diversification and lower costs. It becomes a multiple 
blessing because of the lives that will be transformed 
through what our investments are able to do, which 
is to grow God’s kingdom exponentially.”

7
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EMPOWERING UNITED METHODISTS
THROUGH CERTIFICATE INVESTMENTS
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Certificate Program, which offers a fixed rate of return from 
one-to-four-years, is helping United Methodist members, pastors, churches, districts, conferences, and ministries 
do all the good they can!

Janie and Frederick Smallwood of Bainbridge are 
long-time members of Attapulgus UMC.

“We’ve been married 70 years. We’re retired and live 
in assisted living. We’ve been very active in our church 
and have known about the Foundation for years. Our 
church has a trust with the Foundation, and we decided 
to invest as well. Being older, we wanted to protect our 
investment and earn the most we can. Even though our 
investment is not insured, we have faith in the Church 
and faith in the Foundation.”

Rev. David Tinsley serves as Pastor of Sharp 
Memorial UMC in Young Harris. Rev. Virginia 
Tinsley is a retired Deacon and the former 
Director of the North Georgia Housing and 
Homeless Council.

“We invest because it’s a good cause. GUMF’s 
Certificate Program helps churches that need money 
to expand, build or improve their facilities. It also offers 
a good interest rate that we haven’t been able to beat. 
GUMF is run with high ethical standards. We know the 
people there, and the Foundation is an institution that 
we trust.”

Rev. Dr. Dennis Stalvey 
retired after 40 years of 
ministry with The South 
Georgia Conference. He 
now serves the Lee Street/
Morningside Charge in 
Americus in a part-time 
capacity.

“Several years ago, 
Morningside UMC sold 

the parsonage and a past pastor recommended the 
proceeds from that sale be placed with GUMF. The 
outstanding stewardship exemplified by GUMF’s 
Certificate Program has challenged the church to be 
good stewards of their resources.”

Rev. Dr. Doug Thrasher 
serves as District 
Superintendent of the
Atlanta Roswell District.

“The District Work Fund 
underwrites the District’s 
ministry as it works with 
the local churches. Over 
the years, the District has 
received funds through a 

variety of means. Our District Union decided to invest 
these funds with GUMF. Through the investments 
and the use of these funds, we are able to reduce 
the amount of money that we are asking from local 
churches for our District Work Fund, thus enabling 
the local churches to have more money to be used for 
ministry and mission.”

EMPOWERING CHURCHES
THROUGH LOANS

8
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EMPOWERING UNITED METHODISTS
THROUGH CERTIFICATE INVESTMENTS

EMPOWERING CHURCHES
THROUGH LOANS

Read on to discover how low-interest loans from the Georgia United Methodist Foundation are helping to 
revitalize existing churches and support new faith communities.

REV. DR. P. ALICE ROGERS
Senior Pastor*
Glenn Memorial UMC, Atlanta

*Rev. Dr. Rogers has been appointed to serve    
  as District Superintendent of the Gainesville 
  District effective June 2018.

“Glenn Memorial UMC entered an 
extensive renovation project of the Youth Activities Building in 
2016. We raised enough money through pledges to fund the 
project; however, these pledges were to be paid over three 
years. We needed funding to pay for the final construction 
costs while we continued to receive pledge payments during 
the third year. This loan from GUMF enables us to bridge the 
gap between the funds we have already received and those 
that are forthcoming. Through this renovation, we are able 
to expand our mission and ministry into the surrounding 
community and into the wider Atlanta area. Our recreation and 
scouting programs bring many people into the church, and we 
hope to expand those programs. The upgrades will also enable 
us to host high school and college groups interested in urban 
missions. The process of securing the loan from GUMF felt 
more like we were dealing with “family” than an institution. We 
were confident that GUMF had our best interests at heart and 
wanted to make the process as easy as possible. We also were 
confident that their advice and guidance held the concerns of 
the church central.”

REV. DR. ANDREW J. YOUNG II
Lead Pastor
Mosaic Church, Savannah

“Savannah is a growing community. Though 
New Covenant had been both faithful and 
fruitful in making disciples where it was; 
the scale and scope of the church’s physical 

plant had become too burdensome to effectively reach new 
people. As we discussed the plan for the building, it became 
clear the vision we had of creating a space where people could 
gather and grow could be better accomplished through other 
means. One of our church’s most fruitful outreach ministries 
over the past 10 years has been our award-winning preschool. 
Through a recommendation of the District Board of Trustees, 
we enlisted GUMF’s support in the relocation of the preschool. 
GUMF’s funding underwrites the costs of construction, stocking 
and start-up for this amazing new outreach into the hearts of 
our neighbors. With GUMF’s help, we are also expanding the 
preschool’s size; thereby empowering us to serve even more 
children and families. Our new location offers a smaller physical 
plant, lower operating expenses, more outdoor space, and most 
importantly, closer proximity to new people, communities, and 
families for the furtherance of the gospel.”

REV. DANIEL KIM
Pastor
Korean Church of LaGrange,
LaGrange

“The Korean Church of LaGrange was 
started as a new faith community by The 
North Georgia Conference in 2007. For 
10 years, we met in LaGrange First UMC’s 

downtown location where parking was always a problem. Five 
years ago, two members expressed concerns about our ability 
to welcome new visitors and encouraged us to make plans 
to move into our own building. We began collecting money 
for our building fund every week. Then in 2017, The North 
Georgia Conference’s New Church Development and a member 
suggested I look at the exact same building. I invited our church 
to visit the building, and they were very happy. I recognized 
this was God’s time for purchasing the church building. Thanks 
to our building fund, financial support from The North Georgia 
Conference and a low-interest loan from GUMF, we were able 
to move into our new church home on December 3, 2017. We 
now have lots of space to welcome visitors and to host our 
Sunday school classes, Bible studies, and weekly activities.”

REV. DR. GREGORY WILLIAMS
Senior Pastor
Golden Memorial UMC,
Douglasville
“Golden Memorial UMC has become one of 
the fastest growing churches in the Rome-
Carrollton District because of our diverse 
Christian ministries, three different Sunday 

services, leadership, location, visitor and welcome packages, 
and our evangelism plan to reach everyone in the community. 
Golden understands the Church is meant to be a living organism 
that helps people encounter the living God together and 
grow closer to Him. Golden focuses on providing a church 
that mirrors God and transforms lives in the community one 
person at a time. Charles Buffington Jr. (GUMF Board Member) 
consulted on our three-year Lifestyle Stewardship Campaign 
that began in 2016. The money will be used for our new Family 
Life Center. He recommended we refinance our church loan 
with GUMF. The loan with GUMF allows Golden to receive a 
lower interest rate. By having a lower monthly mortgage, the 
loan provides Golden with the financial flexibility to do ministry 
and to grow and expand.” 9
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EMPOWERING CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
THROUGH TRAINING

Improving the financial health of our clergy and churches is a top priority of the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation. Two bishops and four lay leaders share how our Wills Clinics, Legacy Ministry Training Program and 
soon-to-be-launched Clergy Financial Literacy Academy help to make this vision a reality.

ERNESTINE GAREY
Legacy Endowment 
Giving Ministry 
Chair
Ben Hill UMC,
Atlanta

“Two highly successful 
Wills and Beneficiary 
Workshops led by 
GUMF provided our 

members with valuable information 
on the importance of preparing for the 
final stages of life. Everything from will 
preparation to advance directives and 
beneficiary designations was covered. 
This along with personal testimonies 
resonated with attendees, and members 
left committed to their next steps. 
I thank GUMF for their leadership 
and commitment to establishing and 
growing this important ministry as we 
consider our lives and the legacies we 
want to leave.”

BISHOP SUE 
HAUPERT-JOHNSON
Resident Bishop
The North Georgia 
Conference, Atlanta
“The new GUMF 
Clergy Financial 
Literacy Academy 
speaks to a deep 
need. When pastors 

feel confident in their own financial 
literacy, they are more effective with 
their personal finances and more 
effective leading their churches through 
important financial decisions. I feel 
confident that every pastor will find the 
materials useful. Study groups will lead 
to greater sharing of useful experiences 
and new ideas. Pastors can learn 
financial tools and techniques to be 
stronger leaders in their churches.”

MIKE CARTER
Legacy Ministry 
Training Team Chair
Lizella UMC, Lizella
“Our leadership en-
rolled in GUMF’s Leg-
acy Ministry Training 
Program to improve 
our church’s efficien-
cy and to provide for 

the long-term financial stability of our 
church. We are an older congregation 
with an average age of 60 to 65. By 
establishing an endowment fund and 
holding Wills Seminars down the road, 
we hope to educate our congregation 
on estate planning, new ways of giving 
to our church, and how gifts of assets 
such as stocks can be used to provide 
tax breaks while enabling our church to 
focus more on helping people in the 
community and around the world.”

LES ARENT
Endowment 
Committee Chair
Christ UMC,
Warner Robins

“GUMF’s Legacy Min-
istry Training Program 
is helping Christ UMC 
establish an endow-
ment fund to ensure 

our legacy and the future of our church. 
GUMF also held a Wills Seminar for 
members interested in learning about 
the benefits of creating a will as well as 
giving to our endowment fund. It was 
very worthwhile, especially for folks who 
have lost family members. One member 
expressed interest in naming our church 
as a beneficiary of their life insurance 
policy. We were also able to help one 
member in her 70s who had never had 
a will.”

BISHOP R. LAWSON 
BRYAN
Resident Bishop
The South Georgia 
Conference, Macon
“ I am enthusiastic in 
my support for GUMF’s 
Clergy Financial Liter-
acy Academy. In his 
book, “Money, Sex, 
and Power,” Richard 

Foster speaks of these as the three great 
realities of life. How we handle them will 
write the story of our lives. How do we 
get a handle on personal finances and on 
church finances? This new academy will 
enable our pastors to have a greater level 
of confidence in their own stewardship 
and in the leadership of their churches. 
The small group setting will allow more 
senior pastors to share their experiences. 
Newer pastors will learn the tools and re-
sources for effective decision making and 
financial leadership in their churches. This 
can become one of the unique strengths 
of our annual conference.”

JIM MCSPADDEN
The Bridge 
Foundation Chair
Stockbridge First UMC,
Stockbridge

“We started thinking 
about legacy giving 
after we lost several 
members. One woman 
donated her home to 

our church. Although her gift was put to 
good use, it didn’t generate funds year 
after year like an endowment. GUMF’s 
Legacy Ministry Training Program offered 
the best resources to get us off to a 
good start. Their training brings together 
people from different backgrounds and 
financial strengths. Our next focus is 
helping people get their wills and estates 
in order. As people give to our Founda-
tion, we are looking forward to using 
their gifts to help our congregation and 
the community.”
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