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Dear Friends,

   Have you ever dropped a stone into a 
lake and then watched the ripples ex-
pand outwardly across the surface of 
the water? This same concept can be 
applied to your own life when a simple 
decision to support a ministry can have a 
far-reaching impact in our communities, 
nation and world.

   The Georgia United Methodist Founda-
tion provides the financial foundation to 
develop and sustain the ministries nec-
essary to support the Church’s mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

This year’s Annual 
Report shares how your partnership with the Foundation helps you to make a 
difference that leaves a lasting legacy. You will discover how one person’s initia-
tive is paving the way for a youth pastor to connect with today’s social-media-
savvy youth. Read about two scholarship recipients who are planning to use 
their education to change the world. Find out how a legacy ministry program 
is equipping a church to receive gifts that will support future ministries. 
Learn how two churches are investing their funds to further the cause of 
Christ, while a third is using a grant from the Foundation to ensure impov-
erished children will experience God’s unconditional love. 
   
Never underestimate the power of one person, one family, one ministry, 
or one church to transform lives and accomplish what God, through the 
power of His Holy Spirit, has ordained.

In Christ,
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Our Mission
The Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation’s mission is to help 
United Methodist churches, ministries 
and members in Georgia sow seeds of 
faith for future generations.

Our Services for 
Individuals
Planned Giving Services to help educate 
individuals on how they might plan their 
affairs to benefit their families, as well 
as United Methodist churches and 
ministries.

Development Fund to provide above-
average interest rates on CD-like 
certificates.

Scholarships to support future leaders of 
The United Methodist Church.

Our Services for 
Churches & Ministries
Endowments and Legacy Ministry 
Webinars to establish a permanent 
source of income to support a church’s 
ministry programs.

Investment Management Services to 
manage and grow funds in a socially 
responsible manner.

Development Fund to provide above-
average interest rates on CD-like 
certificates.

Lending Services to extend low-interest 
loans to churches and ministries wishing 
to refinance debt, or build, expand or 
renovate facilities.

Grants to support vital United Method-
ist-related ministries.
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Administrative Services of
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Senior Vice President
Rev. Wayne Racz 

Director of Planned Giving
Nancy Young, MSW, MPA

Controller    
Carol Johnston 

Communications Manager
Diana Durie

Back row, left to right: Russell Jones, Rev. Charles W. Savage II, 
Rev. Wayne Racz and Kent Canipe
Front row: Diana Durie, Carol Johnston, Louise Hintze, 
Nancy Young and Misty Kush

From Our Board Chair, Vice Chair & President/CEO



Endowment Enables Warren Memorial UMC 
to Reach the Next Generation of Believers

When Mark O’Riley, lay 
leader at Warren Memori-

al UMC in Atlanta, Ga., wants to 
communicate with his adult chil-
dren, he turns to Instagram. This 
is a sign-of-the-times as today’s 
tweens, teens and young adults 
use social media to text, chat, 
meet people, and share pictures 
and videos.
   It’s one thing to connect with 
your children, but how does a 
traditional church with an aging 
demographic attract the next 
generation of believers? The 
solution for Warren Memorial 
UMC came from O’Riley’s son, 
Christopher, who received his 
master of divinity degree from 
Perkins School of Theology in 
Dallas, Texas.
   “Fourth year students at Per-
kins do a paid internship where 
they take what they learned in 
the classroom outside the walls. 
It dawned on me that this would 
be a good thing to try at our 
church because we don’t have 
the means to afford a full-time 
youth pastor,” O’Riley said. “This 
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   O’Riley is so committed to his 
church’s future that he estab-
lished the Warren Memorial UMC 
Youth Pastor Endowment with 
the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation. 
   “My goals are to raise $6,500 
in the short-term, $12,000 in the 
long-term and $3,000 every year 
after that so that the program 
becomes self-sufficient,” O’Riley 
said. “The idea is to maintain a 
solid base that generates enough 
interest over time to pay a part-
time youth pastor’s salary for one 
year.”
   Several families, including long-
time members Joel and Sandra 
Harrell, have also donated to 
this fund, which doesn’t directly 
impact the Church’s budget.
   “We saw this as an opportunity 
to support ministry that is critical 
to the continued growth of War-
ren and as a way to better serve 
the surrounding community that 

is abounding with young peo-
ple,” Harrell said. “The youth 
pastor will be able to make a 

tremendous difference by 
offering guidance, providing 

detailed structure and pro-
gramming, developing 
social media within our 

ministries, and communi-
cating the word of Christ in a 
way that reaches the youth.” 

Lay leader, Mark O’Riley, is 
pictured with adult children, 
Christopher and Shannon.

Warren Memorial UMC Senior 
Pastor, Rev. Donald K. Reed, Sr., is 
assisted by Rev. Dr. Vincent Miller.

concept would allow a student 
to gain practical experience as 
they prepare to go into ministry, 
while in turn helping to devel-
op a youth program within our 
church.”
   Rev. Donald K. Reed, Sr., senior 
pastor of Warren Memorial UMC, 
became very excited when he 
learned of O’Riley’s idea.
   “Warren is in such a unique 
place. Clark Atlanta University, 
Spelman College, Morehouse 
College, the Morehouse School 
of Religion, Morris Brown College 
and Gammon Theological Semi-
nary are all located within a mile 
of the Church,” Reed said. “There 
are a host of talented young peo-
ple who are called to ministry. 
This internship program will give 
the youth minister an opportu-
nity to use his or her gifts, while 
connecting with a church. It will 
also allow us to minister to the 
youth in our church 
and the students on 
these campuses who 
are away from home. 
It’s a win-win 
opportunity 
for all of us.”

n



Endowment Enables Warren Memorial UMC 
to Reach the Next Generation of Believers
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Every year, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation partners with the United Methodist Higher 
Education Foundation and United Methodist churches, colleges, universities, and seminaries to pro-

vide scholarships to students in need. In this article, two college students and two college presidents 
share the positive impact of higher education.

The Ripple Effects of Higher Education 

GUMF: How do you hope to use your 
education to change the world?

President Ruth A. Knox
Wesleyan College
Macon, Ga.

The Wesleyan College experience 
has four cornerstones – an excel-
lent academic program, an envi-
ronment designed especially for 
women, a foundation of faith, and 

a commitment to serving the world. All are connect-
ed to help our students develop into leaders in their 
professions, communities, and churches. Through 
programs of the College’s Lane Center for Service and 
Leadership, Wesleyan women learn the joys of giving 
back. Their many service projects range from trail 
clean-ups to painting and refurbishing homes. Our sig-
nature program, Aunt Maggie’s Kitchen Table, brings 
youngsters from a public housing project in Macon to 
our campus each Saturday for enrichment activities. 
Whether they are tutoring in our public schools or 
singing for Magnolia Manor residents, Wesleyan stu-
dents learn by caring and getting involved.

Dr. Dan McAlexander
LaGrange College President
LaGrange, Ga.

During their time here, young men 
and women encounter an environ-
ment that challenges and inspires 
them to develop intellectually, 
socially and spiritually. Strong 

academic preparation is coupled with co-curricular 
experiences, including a range of servant leadership 
opportunities such as youth mentoring programs, Ser-
vice Saturday community projects, a student-run soup 
kitchen, and our unique Servant Scholars initiative. We 
aim to provide a transformational educational expe-
rience, allowing us to fulfill our mission of preparing 
students to become successful, responsible citizens 
who aspire to lives of integrity and moral courage. n

GUMF: How does your college prepare its 
students to make a difference in the world?

Shanita Anderson is a rising 
senior, majoring in early 
childhood education at 
Wesleyan College in Macon, Ga.

I plan to teach children and hope 
to be able to share everything I 
have learned with them. I want 
them to know that an education 

is a terrible thing to waste. I want children to have a 
thirst for knowledge because it is so important and 
will get them far in life. If I can make a difference in 
just one life, I will be satisfied because that one child 
could change the lives of many, which indirectly en-
ables me to use my education to change the world. 
Education is a chain reaction. When one person has 
it, they have the power to make a difference in every 
life they encounter.

Hayley Ritchie is a rising 
senior, majoring in chemistry 
at LaGrange College in 
LaGrange, Ga.

LaGrange College values educa-
tion and leadership, while striving 
to be more Christ-like towards 

others. I plan to go to 
pharmacy school. I 

hope to not only help 
people when they are sick, 

but to also use my light to 
shine on the people I help and 

hopefully spread the word of 
God. I eventually plan to open my 

own practice. Through that process,       
I hope to impact people to do good in 
the world and in the community.



Ben Hill UMC: Legacy Ministry
Offers Churches Hope for the Future
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Porterfield Memorial UMC Chooses 
Investments That Further the Cause of Christ

GUMF: Why did Ben Hill UMC 
participate in the Legacy 
Ministry program?

REV. THOMAS: This was a 
no-brainer for me. It was smart 
stewardship because this pro-
gram provides the opportunity 
to secure the Church into the 
future. This is especially import-
ant in today’s culture where 
churches are competing for 
dollars that are being given to 
colleges and other worthy caus-
es. It was particularly rewarding 
that my laity brought this to me 
because it indicated they were 
assuming responsibility for their 
church.

GUMF: Are you involved in the 
45-minute monthly webinars?

REV. THOMAS: Yes. I think it’s 
important for me to be in the 
loop given that we are talking 
about something that is really 
going to help shape the future 
ministry of the Church.

GUMF: How does the Legacy 
Ministry program help pastors?

REV. THOMAS: The burden of 
constantly having to meet bud-
get without reserves can be

stressful on a pastor’s mental 
and physical health. Knowing 
that a church has been a good 
steward and that it has the fi-
nancial resources for the future 
will alleviate the pastor’s stress. 

GUMF: Can a single legacy gift 
impact people’s lives?

REV. THOMAS: Yes. Very often 
we think the difference-makers 
are those who have the most 
money, and when we juxtapose 
ourselves next to them, we see 
ourselves as not being able to 
make an impact. Your gift can 
make a difference regardless of 
who you are and how much you 
have to give.

GUMF: What is your most
important takeaway so far?

REV. THOMAS: The Legacy
Ministry forces a church to think 
about prioritizing and commit-
ting to support future ministries 
based on who the church un-
derstands itself to be.

GUMF: Would you recommend 
other churches enroll in the 
Legacy Ministry program, and if 
so, why?

REV. THOMAS: Yes. You take 
The United Methodist Church, 
and all the conversations have 
been around our demise and 
our decline. With this program, 
there is hope and optimism for 
the Church, and if you have a 
hopeful outlook, then you need 
to put that into some type of 
tribute. When you leave a leg-
acy gift, you are saying that not 
only will our church exist in the 
future, but it will be viable to 
the extent that you are willing 
to make an investment right 
now. You don’t leave a legacy to 
something that isn’t going to be 
around.
   A lady passed when I was 
pastoring another church. As 
a result of her gift, we secured 
newer transportation that en-
abled us to pick up our seniors 
who no longer drove. Our youth 
and other members could also 
go on trips in a reliable vehi-
cle as opposed to one where 
we were hoping and praying it 
would hold up. This gift made a 
huge difference in the Church’s 
ability to do viable ministry. n

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Legacy Ministry Webinar program 
is leading the way in educating churches on how to receive planned gifts from 

faithful givers who want to continue to have an impact for God even after their 
death.
        Thanks to the foresight of finance committee member, Ernestine Garey, Ben    
           Hill UMC of Atlanta, Ga. recently enrolled in the Foundation’s 12-month 
             planned giving initiative. In this Q&A, Pastor Rev. Byron E. Thomas shares 

how the Legacy Ministry program offers churches hope for the future.

        Thanks to the foresight of finance committee member, Ernestine Garey, Ben    
           Hill UMC of Atlanta, Ga. recently enrolled in the Foundation’s 12-month 
             planned giving initiative. In this Q&A, Pastor Rev. Byron E. Thomas shares 

Pastor Rev. Byron E. Thomas



Ben Hill UMC: Legacy Ministry
Offers Churches Hope for the Future
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Porterfield Memorial UMC Chooses 
Investments That Further the Cause of Christ

Senior Pastor Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor

The United Methodist Church has a long history of social in-
volvement. John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, proclaimed, 

“the gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness 
but social holiness.” Wesley believed and expected that “the 
people called Methodists” would be actively involved in their 
communities – feeding the hungry, tending the sick, visiting pris-
ons, and helping the poor.

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation follows the United 
Methodist policy of making a “conscious effort to invest in insti-
tutions, companies, corporations, or funds whose practices are 
consistent with the goals outlined in the Social Principles” (¶717, 
The Book of Discipline 2012). This socially responsible invest-
ing philosophy is one reason why Porterfield Memorial UMC in 
Albany, Ga. chose to invest in the Foundation’s Equity Fund and 
Development Fund.

“It is very important to us that we follow the Methodist guide-
lines and choose investments that are going to further the cause 
of Christ, not hinder it,” said Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, senior pastor 
of Porterfield Memorial UMC. “We are supposed to be walking 
so closely with Christ that we are able to model His behavior for 
the world, and the same should be true of investing our money.”

Raynor also appreciates the trust factor involved in dealing with 
a Methodist entity, as well as the skill and expertise provided 
when interacting with Foundation Senior Vice President, Rev. 
Wayne Racz. “He has been extremely helpful and knowledgeable 
in reviewing our investments and the options available to us,” 
she said. “I would encourage other churches that are investing 
with the Foundation to be proactive in using the resources that 
are offered.”

Porterfield Memorial UMC Finance Chair, Bert Bennett, CPA, 
adds, “One of the biggest benefits of investing with the Founda-
tion is that it takes the responsibility of deciding which socially 
responsible funds to invest in away from the decision-makers of 
the Church who don’t have that knowledge. We are very pleased 
with the returns and the way our funds are actively managed, 
and the fact that any excess money the Foundation earns is rein-
vested into the Methodist church in the form of loans, grants and 
scholarships. The Foundation offers great value and support to 
any and all Methodist churches.” n

Finance Chair Bert Bennett, CPA



Missional Focus Guides Investments of St. Simons UMC
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St. Simons UMC is located in 
the beautiful resort com-

munity of St. Simons Island, 
Ga. Children will discover 
loving and caring people who 
will guide them in their class-
rooms and activities. Youth 
will experience the determi-
nation of staff and volunteers 
who will support them in their 
faith journey. Senior adults 
will discover programming and 
volunteer opportunities that 
will touch lives and make an 
impact for Christ.
   “One of our greatest aspi-
rations as a church is to make 
sure that families find a safe 
haven in the midst of a stormy 
world. We consider it an hon-
or from God for Him to send 
people to us who need shel-
ter,” said Rev. Marcia Cochran, 
pastor of St. Simons UMC. 
“We strive to see that every 
age group within our church 
receives the attention needed 
to prosper in their Christian 
life. Our church is generous, 
diverse, and engaged in prayer 
and mission.”

   This same missional focus 
of extending Christ’s witness 
guides the Church’s invest-
ment policies.
   “We invested in CD-like 
certificates from the Georgia 
United Methodist Founda-
tion’s Development Fund for 
several reasons. It is a Unit-
ed Methodist ministry that 
shares our same philosophies 
and beliefs. It offers good 
returns, and with the higher 
returns, we are able to use 
those dividends for scholar-
ships and short-term funding 
opportunities,” Cochran said. 
“We also like the fact that our 
funds are being used to help 
churches that are looking to 
refinance, build, and expand 
their ministries. The Foun-
dation is a valuable resource 
that helps churches grow and 
share God’s word through so-
cially responsible investments, 
endowments, and loans.” n

Visit gumf.org to learn the 
latest rates for 1-, 2-, 3- and 
4-year Development Fund 
certificates.
   

Rev. Marcia Cochran serves as pastor 
of St. Simons UMC.

$8,000,000 Loan Helps Oak Grove UMC 
Expand Its Ministries
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Founded in 1836, Oak Grove UMC 
is a historic landmark located in 

Decatur, Ga. For eight years, Rev.
Dr. Glenn Ethridge, senior pastor, 
has led this vibrant congregation of 
3,000 members in fulfilling its mis-
sion of creating life-changing com-
munities through Jesus Christ.
   Oak Grove UMC is in the midst of 
a renaissance. The Church experi-
enced rapid growth in the 1950s and 
1960s. Then the area aged. In the 
last 15 years, Oak Grove UMC began 
growing again as young people 
moved back into the city.
   “We needed to finance a $10 mil-
lion building program that included 
renovations to existing buildings, 
the demolition of a 10,000-square-
foot building, and the addition of a 
30,000-square-foot facility that is 
designed to meet the needs of our 
growing youth and educational min-
istries,” Ethridge said. “We will break 
ground in August. The first phase 
will encompass 20,000-square-feet 
of finished space that spans two 
floors. The interior space of the third 
floor is projected to be completed in 
approximately three years.”
   Finding the right lender to 
finance an $8 million loan was 
a top priority. “My impression 
was that the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation works

primarily with smaller churches. I 
had tried to borrow $3.5 million from 
them before, and they did not have 
the capacity,” Ethridge said. “It’s a very 
different economy today than it was 
just 10 years ago, and I discovered 
the Foundation did in fact have the 
ability to handle a large loan for us.”
   Rev. Charles W. Savage II, pres-
ident/CEO of the Foundation, 
explains. “As the Foundation has 
grown in the number of assets we 
manage from $58 million in 2005 
to $130 million in 2015, our ability 
to make larger and larger loans has 
grown as well,” he said. “Our current 
goal is to increase the value of our 
loan portfolio from $24 million to 
$55 million. This would enable us 
to reinvest about $330,000 into the 
ministries of the Annual Conferences 
in Georgia.”
   Cost was the main reason Oak 
Grove UMC chose to partner with 
the Foundation. “They easily saved 
us $75,000 to $100,000 in taxes and 
fees,” Ethridge said. “For example, 
the commercial lender wanted us to 
have a certified audit, which would 
cost about $25,000 per year, where-
as the Foundation was satisfied with 
a financial review conducted by an 
outside firm.”

   A shared mission focus was also an 
important consideration. 
   “Some members of our church 
were concerned about performance 
covenants and being in a relation-
ship with a lender that is potentially 
adversarial. Those fears were calmed 
by entering into a relationship with 
the Foundation whose purpose is 
to partner with United Methodist 
churches rather than having con-
flicting mission purposes and profit 
motives,” Ethridge said. “Our con-
gregation felt better working with 
the Foundation versus a commercial 
lender. It is also rewarding for me 
to know that the proceeds of our 
interest expense help other church-
es grow and develop in their time of 
need.”
   Before the Church’s loan had even 
closed, Ethridge referred First UMC 
of Lawrenceville in Lawrenceville, 
Ga. to the Foundation for assistance 
with its financing needs. “I did it in 
part to help out the Foundation and 
in part to help out First UMC of Law-
renceville because of the positive 
benefits and enormous savings that 
would be realized,” he said. “Every 
United Methodist church that is 
dealing with debt should contact the 
Foundation.” n
Visit gumf.org to learn more about 
Oak Grove UMC’s building program.

Rev. Dr. Glenn Ethridge is leading Oak Grove UMC in a $10 million building program that will enhance its youth and 
educational ministries. His photo is provided courtesy of member Denise Varnadoe.

$8,000,000 Loan Helps Oak Grove UMC 
Expand Its Ministries
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St. Luke UMC in Augusta, Ga. 
is breathing new life into the 

local Harrisburg community. A 
grant awarded by the Georgia 
United Methodist Foundation 
provides much-needed encour-
agement and financial support.
   Eight years ago, St. Luke UMC 
was dying. The few remaining 
church members opened their 
doors to a struggling community 
where less than 25 percent of 
the homes are owner-occupied. 
They pledged to do whatever it 
took to be good neighbors and 
committed to serving their com-
munity through worship, educa-
tional programs, and events.
  “Today, we are a true cross 
section of our community. 
Financially, we are poor, but 
spiritually we are being trans-
formed,” said Marsha Jones, 
director of outreach at St. Luke 
UMC. “Our congregation has 
grown into a vibrant worship-
ping community whose mem-
bership and culture reflect our 
neighborhood. We are African- 
American, Caucasian, Mexi-
can, and multicultural. We are 

young, old, middle-aged, edu-
cated, and uneducated. We are 
diverse, and our diversity is our 
strength.” 
   Thanks to a generous contri-
bution from the family of the 
late Congressman Charlie Nor-
wood, Good Neighbor Min-
istries and Harrisburg Family 
Health Care were founded. 
   Gloria Norwood, a member of 
St. Luke UMC, works with Jones 
to ensure that the ministries of 
the two nonprofits are interwo-
ven with the life and ministries 
of St. Luke UMC.
   Several of the larger church-
es in the Augusta District have 
also contributed financially, 
while the smaller churches 
have generously collected food, 
books, school supplies, and 
other needed materials to run 
the programs. Large and small 
churches alike have helped St. 
Luke UMC accomplish the goal
of keeping their doors open and 
serving the neighborhood. 
   “The United Methodist 
Church, through St. Luke, has
the largest footprint in the

community because of our 
life-changing ministries that 
witness to the gospel of Christ 
in tangible ways,” said Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Luther Felder. “Our 
clinic offers medical care for a 
nominal fee. Our veggie truck 
featuring locally grown produce 
doubles the value of the Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer card. Our 
kids’ ministries say that low-in-
come children do have a future. 
For example, during the school 
year, we offer hot meals and tu-
toring support twice per week. 
We invest time and energy into 
these children’s lives to ensure 
they are a success story.
   “We are immeasurably grate-
ful for the Foundation’s gener-
osity and for finding value in the 
work we have done. We look 
forward to other members of 
the United Methodist family 
coming alongside us and en-
abling our ministry to grow into 
the future.” n

Visit gumf.org to learn more 
about the life-changing 
ministries of St. Luke UMC.

St. Luke UMC Pastor, Rev. Dr. Luther Felder, works with staff, members, and other churches to serve the needs of 
their local community. All photos were provided courtesy of member Phil Jones.
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Type of Account Percent

      Managed Accounts 48.2%

      Endowments 12.6%

      Gift Annuities & Unitrusts   1.9%

      Donor Advised Funds   1.2%

      Unrestricted Funds   6.0%
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